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Genetic Test, First of Its Kind, Developed at SVM

Researchers at the University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine have developed a
genetic test to determine whether a dog is susceptible to cruciate ligament rupture, a painful,

debilitating, expensive disease. This screening test, the first of its kind in companion animals, is
now available for Labrador retrievers, a breed at high risk of developing the disease. The

research team is next working to extend the development to other high-risk breeds, like the
Rottweiler and Newfoundland. The test will allow dog owners to prevent this disabling disease,
as well as help breeders reduce the condition’s incidence and improve breed genetic health.

https://uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu/
https://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/news/compassionate-care/
https://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/new-genetic-test-identifies-dogs-risk-of-common-ligament-rupture/
https://www.veterinarypracticenews.com/clients-little-dogs-can-have-big-issues/
https://uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu/veterinary-clinical-studies/ophthalmology/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CgXMDf-Ls8I/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CiRFpZ6OgRI/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CiDzWDqOvel
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ch54IQgs_2Z/
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PET TIPS AND CLINICAL STUDIES

Little Dogs, Little Food

Obesity can be a problem for all dogs,
whether big or small. But in particular,
owners of toy breed dogs often
overestimate the amount of food that
these dogs need, notes Amy
Nichelason, a clinical assistant
professor of primary care with the UW
School of Veterinary Medicine. “The
amount of food that small breed dogs
need to eat is really little,” Nichelason
tells Veterinary Practice News. “A lot of
times people overfeed their dogs... By
controlling their weight, we can control a
lot of other issues, but it is hard [for
owners] because it looks like so little
food.” Two tips from Nichelason: use a
measuring cup for kibble and substitute
vegetables for high-calorie treats. 

LEARN MORE

Genetics of Ocular Melanosis

The Ophthalmology Service is actively
recruiting cairn terriers for a study
investigating the genetic foundations for
ocular melanosis. This slowly
progressive disease can result in
painful, blinding glaucoma. The
research team seeks to identify those
mutations or abnormal DNA variations
that may predispose cairn terriers to this
condition. The study findings may allow
for the development of a genetic
screening test. Other dog breeds may
also be at risk of ocular melanosis, so
studies supported by this work may
result in tests for different breeds. Cairn
terriers with and without ocular
melanosis qualify, plus four other
breeds diagnosed with the disease.

MORE
STUDIES
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New Electronic Medical Records System

UW Veterinary Care is currently transitioning to a new veterinary
practice management software for electronic medical records. This
new software provides enhanced functionality for clinicians and
clients. As we make this transition, there may be slight delays with
some processes, such as prescription refills or being asked to verify
information when you visit with a patient. We are working to make this
transition as seamless as possible. Thank you for your patience as
we work to improve the UW Veterinary Care client experience. 

SOCIAL ANIMALS

Highlights from your social media mentions of UW Veterinary Care
and the UW School of Veterinary Medicine

I'm home from surgery! Thank you @uwvetmed for
taking great care of me! Mom got me a new recovery
suit from @vetmedwear that’s specifically made for
tripods! Mom made sure I changed into a matching
collar so I could look fabulous during recovery! 

-@kahra_the_tripod_dobergirl

Our sweet Buttercream flew over the rainbow bridge
today. … The vets did everything they could, but were
ultimately unable to do anything more for her. They
tried every treatment available and were so
accommodating and helpful when we were there for
so many days the last few weeks. The special
species team at @uwvetmed is so incredible.

-@kalopez1994

https://www.instagram.com/p/CgXMDf-Ls8I/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CiRFpZ6OgRI/


One year ago today, Anya had just completed her
last round of radiation @uwvetmed. … One YEAR
LATER. We are so incredibly blessed that she is not
only still with us, but each 3 month CT scan has
shown her cancer tumors shrinking. … She has such
an incredible support team, starting with our friend
and favorite surgeon, Dr. Hurley, to her physical
therapist, Dr. Hopp, and the whole team at
@uwvetmed. 

 
-@cooljoycestudio

According to the Kellen, the vet did a happy dance
today because Olive is FEVER FREE!! �� She is
still anemic, but as you can see, she is getting more
of her appetite back daily. No new fluid in her
abdomen and she is pooping regularly. ��� … The
veterinary team at @uwveterinarycare have been the
most AMAZING group of people we could have asked
to work with.

-@nicolefromwisconsin

Small Animal     Large Animal     360 Support    Emergency    Appointments

UW Veterinary Care
608-263-7600 (Small Animal Hospital)

608-263-6300 (Morrie Waud Large Animal Hospital)
800-386-8684
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