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UW Veterinary Care: Spotlight on Cardiology

Last month, we highlighted the opening of the first floor of our new North
Building, which houses our small animal emergency department and many of
our small animal specialty services. Over the coming months, we’re excited to
spotlight many of the enhanced spaces and service offerings that are now
operating out of this state-of-the-art facility.
 
The cardiology service’s new home in the North Building is approximately three
times larger than its former footprint. “Our previous space served us well when
we were a group of two faculty members, two residents and one nurse, but we
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are now a much larger team including more faculty and residents as well as
nurses, technicians and students,” says Dr. Sonja Tjostheim, clinical assistant
professor of cardiology. 
 
Previously, the team could only perform one echocardiogram at a time. The
new space features three separate echo bays, two featuring permanent
machines and one with portable equipment, which significantly increases
capacity. The rooms also include dedicated workstations for ease of charting
and other work by clinicians. 
 
Where cardiology used to share surgical space with orthopedic & soft tissue
surgery, there is now a dedicated “cath lab” – a separate treatment room for
cardiac catheterization and other procedures. This room features state-of-the-
art, ceiling-mounted fluoroscopy equipment and corresponding screens and
systems that allow for overlay of previous imaging and real-time collaboration
among other specialties such as radiology. 
 
Additional benefits of the new cardiology service suite include: 
 

A large central workspace that facilitates ease of collaboration on case
management and interaction between students and faculty 
A separate room that serves as an office for the client care liaison but is
also available for private, difficult conversations or for an animal who
needs a separate quiet space 
Improved dedicated storage areas for all supplies and equipment 

“In this space, we can offer our primary services – and see many more patients
– in a way that is safer, more comfortable and more efficient,” says Dr.
Tjostheim. “At the same time, there are exciting and promising procedures that
are relatively new to veterinary cardiology, and this facility makes it possible for
us to work toward offering those procedures.”
 
Follow this link to learn more about our small animal cardiology services.

PET HEALTH & TIPS

Protect Your Pets from Heat Hazards

Whether riding in the car or hiking on a trail, summer heat can be harmful to
pets. It’s important to review and keep safety best practices in mind as you and
your pets enjoy the great outdoors. Check the chart below for a good refresher
of some of the biggest heat hazards and how to be best prepared to keep your
pet safe in the summer heat. 
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Do Dogs Suffer from Seasonal Allergies?

The answer, in short, is yes. As in humans, there’s a genetic factor that
predisposes certain breeds to allergies – but the big difference is in how dogs
respond. Rather than what we think of as typical human allergy symptoms,
such as watery eyes and runny nose, dogs typically manifest allergies by
having itchy, inflamed skin. Dr. Douglas DeBoer, professor of dermatology,
recently spoke to the publication Inverse about signs of seasonal allergies in
dogs and how to treat it. 
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Clinical Study: Dogs with Chronic Kidney Disease

We want to know if dogs who have kidney disease and take gabapentin have
different blood pressure responses than dogs without kidney disease. For this
study, we’re looking for dogs with IRIS stage 2 or 3, stable kidney disease with
normal or stable and controlled blood pressure. While they can be any age or
breed, participants must be free of other diseases requiring regular medication.
Help us advance care for dogs with kidney disease. Three visits are required.
For more information, contact Amy at clinicalstudies@vetmed.wisc.edu or call
608-890-3484. 

Support WisCARES with the Madison Mallards July 3!
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Enjoy a fun night of baseball with the Madison Mallards on Wednesday, July 3
– with post-game fireworks, too! – and a portion of your ticket price will support
WisCARES, an SVM initiative that provides veterinary care for families
experiencing low income and/or homelessness. We believe all families deserve
access to veterinary care for their pets, and that everyone – regardless of their
financial or housing status – benefits from the human-animal bond. 

SOCIAL ANIMALS

Highlights from your social media mentions of UW Veterinary Care
and the UW School of Veterinary Medicine

 

What a ride it’s been for Stella the last 6
months.
...
Early March Stella was clipped hard by
a car.
A few weeks later was surgery.
Then several months of PT
And June = her new forever home with
her new dobbi brother Koda.
Thank you Georgia for fostering this girl.
Thank you to our regular vet, the
emergency vet and UW Veterinary Care
Ortho Dept. Thank you to Winnebago
County Animal Services for your

Just another day in rescue! This sweet
boy experienced some major trauma,
likely from a vehicle. He was lucky
enough to be taken in by Misfit Felines
and today he received a life saving facial
reconstruction through UW Veterinary
Care Dentistry. Here’s to a hopefully
smooth recovery

- Joelle Thorne
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https://www.facebook.com/uwveterinarycare?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWefnZFgrR_llByDHnzpE0boy8_a2pg5HcEckDCvWS6GhFIE0sQnW_HhjF_gfxGUjC1l_qKs8xfC-3G5cUYkIqsisgOcvWo_OnqG7cXBRoWVBxj_oJVlfWJ-g_6lUDeSN15XuvCOXjCpb6-bIJN_3R8z8GGixTf-juRyKTPR0TLPw&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/212693017562744/posts/818875193611187


collaboration and finally, thank you to
ALL OF YOU that cared enough to
donate to give this 1 year old girl, a shot
at life. We love you.

- CARE for PETS

 

Small Animal     Large Animal     360 Support    Emergency    Appointments

 
UW Veterinary Care

608-263-7600 (Small Animal Hospital)
608-263-6300 (Morrie Waud Large Animal Hospital)

800-386-8684
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