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Above: Experts from UW School of Veterinary Medicine (SVM) joined colleagues from the Wisconsin Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory (WVDL) for a panel discussion about the atypical respiratory illness in dogs and to share
what's being done to further define the illness and determine a cause.

What to know about the atypical respiratory illness in dogs

The atypical respiratory illness affecting dogs across the country continues to make headlines,

but veterinary experts and epidemiologists alike still don’t know the extent of this “outbreak” or

if it should be considered an outbreak at all.

While a growing number of states are reporting an increase in respiratory illness, there is no

robust epidemiological surveillance program in this country for tracking this type of illness in
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dogs, according to Dr. Jessica Pritchard, clinician with the Small Animal Internal Medicine

service at UW Veterinary Care and an infectious disease researcher. As a result, she says it’s

difficult for the veterinary community to quickly establish whether the anecdotal evidence

coming in from around the country represents a concerning new pathogen, a new version of an

existing disease, or a more typical outbreak of “kennel cough” in dogs that wasn’t seen often

during COVID lockdowns.

The UW School of Veterinary Medicine and the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory

(WVDL) are working closely with state and national animal health agencies, as well as

colleagues across the country, to help classify these cases and determine a possible cause.

​This atypical respiratory illness causes a variety of symptoms in dogs, including cough, fever

and lethargy. Some dogs have contracted pneumonia, which can progress rapidly and has

resulted in death in a small number of cases. It’s important to note, however, that these signs

and outcomes are also seen with the more common causes of kennel cough in dogs.

Veterinarians suggest that owners whose dogs are experiencing only cough but otherwise

acting normally can monitor them at home, but they should contact their veterinarian or seek

emergency care if the dog stops eating and drinking or is showing signs of trouble breathing.

Owners who are planning to travel this holiday season should make sure their dog is properly

vaccinated and, if possible, limit their socialization with other dogs. There is no evidence

whatsoever that this illness can spread from animals to humans.

To learn more about this topic from experts at the UW SVM and WVDL, check out the following

news stories below:

Wisconsin Public
Radio

MIlwaukee Journal
Sentinel

PET TIPS AND CLINICAL STUDIES

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/canine-infectious-respiratory-disease-complex-kennel-cough
https://uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu/emergency/
https://www.wpr.org/mysterious-canine-respiratory-illness-spreading-heres-how-protect-your-pet
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/health/2023/11/22/new-dog-virus-respiratory-illness-has-wisconsin-veterinarians-stumped/71676201007/


Keep your pets warm and
well-rested this winter

Want to learn some tips for keeping
your pets warm this winter or ways you
can ensure your cats and dogs are
getting the right amount of sleep?
Maria Verbrugge, clinical instructor of
primary care, and Amy Nichelason,
clinical assistant professor of primary
care, shared their advice on these
topics and more during a recent
appearance on Wisconsin Public
Radio’s Larry Meiller Show.

Listen in at the link below and learn how
to keep your pets healthy and happy
this season.

Listen to the
story

Seeking Boxers for
Lymphoma study

The UWVC Small Animal Internal
Medicine and Oncology services are
currently recruiting Boxers for a study to
determine whether exposure to certain
environmental chemicals contributes to
lymphoma risk in dogs. Researchers
are currently seeking two purebred
Boxers that have been recently
diagnosed with lymphoma and a few
healthy, unaffected Boxers that will
serve as control subjects in the study. 

Investigators hope the results of this
study will help find better ways to
prevent lymphoma in all dogs.

Learn
more

https://www.wpr.org/shows/pet-care-what-we-know-about-new-respiratory-illness-dogs-winter-tips-keep-your-furry-friend
https://www.wpr.org/shows/pet-care-what-we-know-about-new-respiratory-illness-dogs-winter-tips-keep-your-furry-friend
https://uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu/small-animal/cats-and-dogs/internal-medicine/
https://uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu/small-animal/cats-and-dogs/oncology/
https://uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu/veterinary-clinical-studies/small-animal-internal-medicine/


New Physical Rehabilitation Gym to open in Spring

Evaluating and treating small animal patients with musculoskeletal and/or neurologic

dysfunction is the primary focus of the UWVC Physical Rehabilitation program, and our team

uses a wide range of therapy options to help animals recover function, mobility and balance

following injury or surgery.

 In the video below, physical therapy specialist Dr. Courtney Arnoldy, DPT, CCRP, describes

some of the equipment and modalities she uses to improve the lives of the animals she treats

and shares her excitement about the new rehab gym that will be available to patients when the

North Building opens to the public this spring.

Watch Video

Small Animal     Large Animal     360 Support    Emergency    Appointments

UW Veterinary Care
608-263-7600 (Small Animal Hospital)

608-263-6300 (Morrie Waud Large Animal Hospital)
800-386-8684
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