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CELEBRATING OUR VETERINARY TECHNICIANS

National Veterinary Technician Week, October 15-21, provides a special opportunity to
recognize the critical contributions of our veterinary technicians, who are a key part of your
animal's expert care team at UW Veterinary Care. And this year we have an extra reason to
celebrate: Ophthalmology's Kim Sherman has received the 2017 Veterinary Technician of
the Year Award from the Wisconsin Veterinary Technician Association. "For me, everything
revolves around working together harmoniously," says Sherman. "On a daily basis, it's
about communicating with team members and clients and paying attention to the details."
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GAINING ON YOU

More than half of the nation's cats and dogs
are overweight or obese, with concerning
consequences for our beloved companions.
In honor of National Pet Obesity Awareness
Day (October 12), test your pet with this tip
that Sandi Sawchuk of our Primary Care
Service shared with Wisconsin Public Radio:
A pet's ribs should feel similar to when you
run your hand over the fingers of your closed
fist. If your pet's ribs feel like your knuckles,
then he or she is too thin; if they feel like the
back of your fist, then your pet is too heavy.
Be aware of the calories found in any treats,
too, which can add up quickly.

DOGS WITH BONE TUMORS

The Radiation Oncology Service is recruiting
dogs with osteosarcoma for a study of
stereotactic radiation therapy, a new
approach that delivers more accurately
targeted, higher doses of radiation in fewer
treatments. This may provide better pain
relief with fewer side effects. The study will
also evaluate the effects of this treatment on
the immune system -- potentially helping to
prolong life. Dogs with osteosarcoma of the
leg may qualify for the study. Dogs with a
tumor-related fracture, spread of cancer to
lymph nodes or lungs, or previous radiation
or chemotherapy are not eligible .

Reptiles and Other Special Species

Are you celebrating National Reptile Awareness Day (October 21) with a scaly or scuted
companion? The Special Species team at UW Veterinary Care is internationally recognized
for their reptilian health research, as well as their commitment to bringing that expertise to
your pet. Our specialists are experienced in the treatment of turtles and tortoises, lizards
(including bearded dragons, geckos, and iguanas), and snakes of all kinds.




We are proud to have on faculty Wisconsin's only
board-certified zoological medicine specialists in
exotic pets. Our wide range of general and
advanced care services for reptiles includes physical
examinations, husbandry and dietary consultations,
diagnostic imaging, management of reproductive
disorders, state-of-the art anesthesia and sedation,
and advanced surgical procedures.
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