ALUMNI E-NEWS

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

January/February 2024

UW School of Veterinary Medicine Alumni Association

Nominations now open for the 2024 SVM Alumni
Awards

Do you know an outstanding UW School of Veterinary Medicine graduate? Nominate them for
an SVM Alumni Award! Launched in 2019, the awards recognize fellow alumni who've made
significant contributions to society, and whose accomplishments, affiliations, and careers honor
the legacy of excellence at the school. Three award categories provide opportunities for alumni
of both the DVM and graduate degree programs to be recognized.

Learn

More

Chancellor Mnookin visits SVM and UWVC


https://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/news/alumni-e-news/
https://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/alumni/alumni-advisory-board/svm-alumni-awards/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dVO15aSt2I

UW Chancellor Jennifer Mnookin recently met with students, faculty, and staff to learn more about our work
training the next generation of veterinarians and researchers, providing exceptional care at UW Veterinary
Care, and advancing research that benefits both animals and humans

School News

The latest updates from faculty and staff, and other happenings at the school.

With Mark D. Markel stepping down from his position as SVM dean this summer, the search
for his successor is well underway. Finalists in the SVM Dean search will visit campus in mid-
to late-February to meet with faculty, staff and students. Finalist names will be announced
publicly 48 hours before their campus visit. A recording of their presentations will be made
public shortly after their visit and will remain available until 48 hours after the visit of the last
finalist.

Congratulations to the following five scholars who graduated in December with their
master’s or doctoral degrees from our top-ranked Comparative Biomedical Sciences
graduate program:

Hannah Martin Brinkman, Ph.D (Mentor Dr. William Murphy)

Rachel Hildebrand, Ph.D (Mentor Dr. Adel Talaat)

Srikanth Aravamuthan, Ph.D (Mentor Dorte Dépfer)

Ashley Peterson, Ph.D (Mentor Dr. Anna Huttenlocher)

Brian Anton, MS (Co-Mentors Drs. Joan Jorgensen and Gavin Dehnert)

Czar's Promise presented SVM medical oncologists Xuan Pan and Han-Yun Cheng with a gift
to continue their clinical research on treatments for feline lymphoma. Czar’s Promise has
supported companion animal cancer research at the SVM since 2018, supporting six research
projects.

The National Academy of Inventors named Yoshihiro Kawaoka (pathobiological sciences) to
its 2023 class of fellows. Kawaoka holds an impressive portfolio of 52 U.S. and 171
international patents related to virology and infectious diseases. He joins seventeen other
inventors from the university who have previously received this honor. Read more. Kawaoka
was also recognized during a recent investiture ceremony by SVM Dean Mark D. Markel and
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation CEO Erik Iverson. Kawaoka has held the Wisconsin
Alumni Research Foundation Professorship in Recombinant Influenza Viruses since 2006.


https://www.facebook.com/czarspromise?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXx6V1Rl6WFeUPQc2gH6_zGztJam1i5nBsusfA38-TmtAnLKFUREJa9cLFFisyS5b6KZvn_gs8co8mVC9CN9R0QGKnSsIP0HCCgT-KJe-wtpeoWNmZwi-6NbXAjiYNAoN7G6lYd-HwRvWn4LJ6TEu1o&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://news.wisc.edu/uw-madison-boasts-3-researchers-among-2023-national-association-of-inventors-fellows/?fbclid=IwAR2h27BgO03iADo6s5HT5s_GbGwubJ1loyJdboLtzE_XmBYB2-Np0AOhrj4
https://www.facebook.com/WisconsinAlumniResearchFoundation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXqCcgdlmTgoXshrqq2-itRbdIT7rv0Fzp_DLWnVekTyEMWLbiPyF9TQTkBxW7_aML_lvIkuXGpdwT6g6EBKU20SLm3MoLmGsIZ85hDrCkdfDznv_Ad7CQF6vKo_E1dePa1OJw9xP0BPu3vP0ty7AKePNa3oCAYYjw234MEtfC0M-zDmx4-fH8DuyzrRF64hmI&__tn__=-%5DK-R

Freya Mowat (surgical sciences) and her team published a study about screen interaction
behavior in companion dogs in the journal Applied Animal Behaviour Science. The goal of the
study was to determine factors that influence a dogs’ interest in interacting with video content
and to see if age or vision were related to this behavior. Ultimately, Mowat hopes the
information gleaned from this study and others will one day help in developing more sensitive
ways for veterinarians to assess vision in dogs. Read more

Robert Lipinski, DVM '08, (comparative biosciences) and his team published the following
article in PNAS: "Disruption of DNA methylation-mediated cranial neural crest proliferation and
differentiation causes orofacial clefts in mice." This study uncovers new information about
orofacial development in mice that researchers believe could one day help reduce the risk of
these birth defects in humans. Read more

Joan Jorgensen, DVM '93 (comparative biosciences) is the co-Pl of a new 3 year grant from
The Wisconsin Partnership Program Collaborative Health Sciences Program. The title of the
grant is “Effects of Puberty Blockade on Behavior, Brain and Reproductive Physiology in an
Animal Model.” The project aims to understand the biological mechanisms of adolescent
anxiety and depression during puberty, as well as the physiological, developmental, and
behavioral impacts of hormone treatment.

New SVM research led by Marulasiddappa Suresh (pathobiological sciences) advances our
understanding of how mRNA vaccines protect the lungs following breakthrough infections from
emerging variants of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. Learn More.

Troy Hornberger (Comparative Biosciences) received a grant from Novo Nordisk (the
Greenhouse Co-Creation Award), focused on improving muscle health. His team will
investigate how the cellular response differs between resistance and endurance training and
determine how to put the growth-promoting effects of resistance exercise into a bottle.

Barry Hartup, DVM "93 (surgical sciences, emeritus) was awarded the L.H. Walkinshaw Crane
Conservation Award by the North American Crane Working Group at their 16" workshop in
October. The Working Group recognized his career contributions to the research,
management, and conservation of sandhill and endangered whooping cranes.

Connector installed between North and South Buildings
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Marking a milestone in our building expansion and renovation project, the connector
between the school’s current (South) building and the new North building was recently
raised into place! This bridge will ultimately provide a two-story covered connector
between the two buildings for students, staff, and faculty.



https://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/knowing-what-dogs-like-to-watch-could-help-veterinarians-assess-their-vision/
https://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/uw-researchers-uncover-new-clues-about-the-cause-of-common-birth-defects/
https://news.wisc.edu/new-study-shows-mrna-vaccine-harnesses-t-cell-power-to-combat-covid-19-in-lungs/?fbclid=IwAR3ilkXJkvaacPX6mia0b6oKb9V7PMdm90Wc-wQJa5x2xyt2F1vFakWCKeo

Watch video

SVM in the News

Keith Poulsen, DVM '04, PhD '13, (medical sciences/WVDL), and Jessica Pritchard (medical
sciences), were interviewed by various news outlets about the atypical canine respiratory
illness impacting dogs across the country:

Wisconsin State Journal
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel,
WISN TV

Wisconsin Public Radio

Freya Mowat (surgical sciences) was featured in multiple news stories about her research on
screen interaction behavior in companion dogs, including the following:

e Newsweek
e Wisconsin Public Radio
e Channel3000

Tony Goldberg (pathobiological sciences) was featured in a story on Nature.com about his
chimpanzee research at Kibale National Park in Uganda.

Lyric Bartholomay, PhD '04 (pathobiological sciences) was a guest earlier this month on the
Radiolab podcast to discuss the science of mosquito "bites." Her segment starts at 29:41.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dVO15aSt2I
https://madison.com/news/state-regional/atypical-canine-respiratory-illness-wisconsin/article_a1e7542a-99cd-11ee-a55e-2f9bd308bd30.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/health/2023/12/21/mysterious-respiratory-illness-continues-to-infect-wisconsin-dogs/71986593007/
https://www.wisn.com/article/not-off-pins-and-needles-yet-oak-creek-woman-suspects-dog-has-k9-mystery-illness-sweeping-nation/46151310#
https://www.wpr.org/mysterious-canine-respiratory-illness-spreading-heres-how-protect-your-pet
https://www.newsweek.com/veterinarians-reveal-tv-dogs-pets-1862322
https://www.wpr.org/animals/pets/dogs-like-to-watch-dogs-on-tv-new-study-by-uw-researcher-finds
https://www.channel3000.com/lifestyle/pets/dogs-like-to-watch-dogs-uw-vet-studies-how-dogs-tv-preferences-can-help-test/article_dc693214-b74e-11ee-8900-ab54c1864c85.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00108-6?fbclid=IwAR3sr8d8POF_j-4_OgBIvLON3B74GpDD90pmHMLaIRus26_AVBMR511yPkM
https://radiolab.org/podcast/our-stupid-little-bodies
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Alumni Reunion
JUNE 22, 2024

MADISON, WISCONSIN

i

Upcoming Events

February 19

WVC Conference/Alumni reception
Las Vegas, NV

Border Gill in Mandalay Bay

7-9 pm

RSVP by February 12 to
Kristi. Thorson@wisc.edu



https://www.facebook.com/uwvetmed/
https://twitter.com/UWVetMed
https://www.linkedin.com/school/uwvetmed/
http://www.instagram.com/uwvetmed
https://www.youtube.com/UWVetmed

