
	 “My wife, Alissa, and I are ex-
tremely proud of her to come up 
with this idea on her own,” says 
Nate Brooks. “She is learning the 
things we want her to learn.”
	 Naturally drawn to the care of 
animals, Brooks hopes to one day 
follow in the footsteps of her cous-
in, Lauren Markovic, a cardiology 
resident at UWVC, by pursuing a 
career in veterinary medicine.
	 To learn more about ways to 
give, please visit www.vetmed.wisc.
edu/giving

Jane Pruhs

A Party with a PurposeWhat’s Inside?

Planned gifts leave lasting 
impact
Ken and Cathy Kerznar’s estate 
plans ensure future veterinary 
medical students have funds to 
pursue their dreams.

Overcoming 
adversity
DVM student 
Sarah Spring-
born turns 

a life-altering accident into a 
research pursuit for new spinal 
injury treatments.

The art of 
rebuilding a 
tendon
A cutting-edge 
orthopedic 

surgical procedure returns a 
miniature poodle mix to her old 
playful ways.

Not just for the birds
New modular poultry course 
responds to student and  
community demands.

Opening 
doors for the 
dairy industry
A grant from 
the Dean Foods 

Foundation to the Dairyland 
Initiative provides free web-based 
resources for America’s dairy 
farmers.

Stomping out hoof health 
problems
Scientists are developing safer, 
more effective treatments for 
digital dermatitis.

University of Wisconsin 
School of Veterinary Medicine 
www.vetmed.wisc.edu

UW Veterinary Care
uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu
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When Olivia Napadensky 
and Tian Brooks were 
planning their birth-

day parties, they didn’t just want 
to eat cake and open presents. 
They wanted their parties to have 
a purpose.
	 Instead of birthday gifts, each 
girl asked friends and family to 
bring animal supplies and cash do-
nations for UW Veterinary Care 
(UWVC).
	 For Napadensky, a fifth-grade 
student from Waunakee, Wis., it 
is a biennial tradition that began 
in kindergarten after attending a 
classmate’s birthday party. Her 
friend, Parker, asked party at-
tendees to bring donations for the 
local food pantry in lieu of birth-
day gifts. Inspired by the idea, 
Napadensky, returned from the 
party energized to do the same.
	 She chose to support UWVC 
because her 13-year-old golden re-
triever, Ben, had received cancer 
treatment at the hospital. Her gifts 
have gone to support oncology 
equipment, toys for patients, and 
art supplies for the waiting room.
	 “I decided to donate because 
they helped my dog live longer,” 
says Napadensky. “I felt like I 
owed them, and I wanted to say 
thank you. I didn’t miss the gifts. 
The big present is knowing you 
did something good.”
	 Olivia’s parents, Lita 
Napadensky and Char Arner, cher-
ished the dignity and quality of life 
their dog was given through treat-
ment at UWVC. They are proud 
of the contributions that Olivia, 
an aspiring veterinarian, has made 
in memory of their family dog. 
“Ben was a part of Olivia’s life 
since she was adopted,” says Lita 
Napadensky.

	 Similarly, Tian Brooks, a first 
grader at Royal Oaks Elementary 
in Sun Prairie, Wis., never lived 
a day without her 10-year-old 
Boston terrier, Jasmyn, until her 
dog was diagnosed with brain 
cancer.
	 Inspired by the care and 
extra time provided to her pet by 
UWVC, Brooks collected $214 
and numerous toys for hospi-
tal animals through her birthday 
party. Brooks went the extra mile 
by personally delivering the goods 
to the hospital.
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Above: Olivia Napadensky, a 
fifth grader from Waunakee, Wis., 
proudly displays the donations she 
collected from her birthday party. It 
is her third time forgoing birthday 
presents to raise funds and supplies 
for UW Veterinary Care. 

Left: Tian Brooks snuggles with her 
dog, Jasmyn, who received treat-
ment at UW Veterinary Care for 
brain cancer and inspired her to 
raise funds for the hospital.
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On a sweltering day in 
August, seven veterinary 
medical students gather 

in the sparse shade around a back-
yard chicken coop on the near east 
side of Madison. Four chickens 

peck about their feet or sit calmly 
in their arms as Cindy Bell, clinical 
instructor of pathology and DVM 
2008, guides the class through a 
flock assessment.
	 “Look closely at their eyes,” she 

says. “They should always be really 
wide open. Slitty eyes are a sign of 
depression or respiratory disease.”
	 Decked in disposable boots, 
gloves, and coats to prevent the 
spread of disease to other flocks 
they will visit later in the day, the 
students conduct physical exams 
of each bird, swabbing samples 
and recording findings on flock as-
sessment sheets.
	 They are participating in one of 
the school’s new “selectives,” which 
are focused, modular courses 
taught for one week during each of 
semesters two through five of the 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine pro-
gram. They are designed to increase 
student exposure to hands-on clini-
cal and research experiences earlier 
and throughout the curriculum. 
They also introduce alternative 
teaching methods that fit a variety 
of learning styles, increase class-
room interaction among different 
cohorts of students, and expand 
the curriculum into areas that 

The winter issue of On Call is 
dedicated to thanking the friends 
of the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine whose gifts have en-
abled us to excel. Over the past 
year, we have undertaken a broad 
array of initiatives focused on en-
hancing the education we provide 
to our students, the research that 
we conduct within the school, 
and the clinical service we offer 
our patients and their owners. 
It is only through the generosity 
of your gifts that we will achieve 
these strategic priorities and 
others we have targeted for the 
school’s future success.
	 In addition to partnering with 
our friends, we have received 
funding from the UW–Madison 
campus to help leverage your gifts. 

We are undertaking several im-
portant capital projects, including 
the building of a small animal iso-
lation facility, the enhancement 
of our pharmacy to make it both 
OSHA compliant and more ef-
fective, the creation of a large, 
second-floor instructional space 

where our aging solar panels rest 
on the south side of the Veterinary 
Medicine Building, and a feasibil-
ity study that will determine the 
scale and scope of a new build-
ing to be built to the north of our 
current one. The campus has com-
mitted more than $4 million over 
the next two years to these initia-
tives and others.
	 Each of these efforts demon-
strate the critical role of our 
partnerships—with you, our do-
nors; the UW–Madison campus; 
and our faculty, staff, and stu-
dents—in achieving our strategic 
goals. On behalf of the School of 
Veterinary Medicine and the UW–
Madison campus, I thank you 
very much for your generosity and 
continued support of the school.

A Message from the Dean 

Our Donors Help Us Achieve Excellence

AHABS Building Renamed in 
Honor of Robert P. Hanson

The Animal Health 
and Biomedical 
Sciences (AHABS) 
Building, one of the 
major campus 
facilities housing 
faculty and laborato-

ries for the University of Wisconsin 
School of Veterinary Medicine, has 
been renamed the Robert P. Hanson 
Biomedical Sciences Laboratories in 
honor of a former professor in the 
departments of Veterinary Science 
and Bacteriology.
	 Located on 1656 Linden Drive, 
the facility honors the UW graduate, 
a pioneer in the field of comparative 
biomedical sciences and a champion of 
interdisciplinary team approaches. The 
distinguished professor received many 
campus and national awards, includ-
ing being elected into the National 
Academy of Sciences in 1979. Professor 
Hanson passed away in 1987.
	 A naming dedication is tenta-
tively scheduled for May 2, 2014. For 
information, contact Kristi Thorson at 
kvthorson@vetmed.wisc.edu.

UW Veterinarians Nordlund, 
McGuirk Earn High Honors 
from Dairy Industry
The University of Wisconsin–Madison 
has played a large role in the state’s 
dairy leadership, and two highly 
regarded dairy veterinarians from the 
UW School of Veterinary Medicine 
(SVM)—Kenneth Nordlund and 
Sheila McGuirk—have earned recent 
accolades that drive home this point.
	 The World Dairy Expo has named 
Nordlund the 2013 “Industry Person 
of the Year” for providing excellence 
within the dairy industry. This is the 
second year in a row the Expo award 
has gone to a member of the SVM 
faculty. McGuirk, a professor of large 
animal internal medicine and food 
animal production medicine, received 
the honor in 2012.
	 This year she and Nordlund share 
another award. Bovine Veterinarian 
magazine has named them among 
the 20 most influential beef and dairy 
veterinarians in North America.

Mark D. Markel

Nordlund	 McGuirk

Dr. Cindy Bell guides veterinary medical students in the new Poultry Health 
Selective through a flock assessment during a tour of a backyard chicken coop 
in August 2013. The coop belongs to Kate Leiber, a SVM research specialist.

Checking on Chickens: Poultry Course Responds to 
Student and Community Demand

continuted on page 4



The Dairyland Initiative, a 
UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine outreach pro-

gram that works with farmers 
to optimize cow comfort, health, 
and milk production, has received 
a $50,000 grant from the Dean 
Foods Foundation to make its 
web-based resources available at 
no cost to dairy farmers across the 
country.
	 “The Dairyland Initiative op-
erates under the well-established 
premise that dairy cows produce 
at the highest levels when they’re 
immersed in an environment that 
accommodates their comfort 
needs,” says Nigel Cook, profes-
sor of food animal production 
medicine. “We intended to create 
a resource where, in one location, 
dairy producers can find all the 
information they need to build 
welfare-friendly facilities for their 
cattle. Three years later, we can 
make this resource available to all 
U.S. dairy farms, free of charge.”
	 The Dairyland Initiative de-
livers building plan assessments 
and other valuable information 
based on the latest dairy animal re-
search and years of collective field 
experience in dairy housing. For 
example, its experts work closely 
with farmers to plan new construc-
tion and remodels of dairy barns, 
which includes

•	� updating old tie stall or stan-
chion barns with mattresses and 
sawdust bedding to safer tie stall 
designs and sand bedding;

•	� modifying freestalls for im-
proved comfort; and

•	� planning entire dairy housing fa-
cilities for calves through adult 
cows.

Changes like these help reduce in-
jury, disease, and lameness, often 
leading to an increase in milk 
production.
	 “As a dairy company, responsi-
ble agriculture is a key focus area, 
and we are committed to pro-
moting improved animal welfare 

among dairy farmers,” says Liliana 
Esposito, Dean Foods Foundation 
president. “We are pleased that 
farmers nationwide can now take 
advantage of this program that of-
fers up-to-date information and 
best practices on farm resource 
management provided by experts 
in this field.”
	 Dairy farmers can take advan-
tage of The Dairyland Initiative’s 
services through consultations, 
workshops, and web-based tools. 
Previously, Wisconsin farmers 
could access the website for free 
while those outside of the state 
paid a nominal fee. The grant will 
help make the website available at 
no cost to farmers and university 
extension programs nationwide for 
two years.
	 “The grant will remove a signif-
icant barrier to use of the program 
outside of Wisconsin,” says Ken 
Nordlund, clinical professor of 
food animal production medicine. 
“While different climates will dic-
tate some differences in how dairy 
cattle are housed, the concepts 
behind the ‘Wisconsin Blueprint’ 

recommendations of our website 
address the physical and social 
needs of calves, heifers, and cows 
no matter the location.”
	 Cook and Nordlund launched 
The Dairyland Initiative in 
October 2010. Since then, the pro-
gram has assisted more than 200 
dairy farms and trained over 200 
professionals in important aspects 
of facility design, including calf 
barn ventilation and transition 
cow barn planning. More than 
1,600 farmers, builders, veterinar-
ians, and other consultants have 
referenced the website, register-
ing more than 14,500 daily log-ins 
to access the most up-to-date re-
source on welfare-friendly dairy 
cattle housing.
	 The Dairyland Initiative re-
ceives financial and networking 
support from the Professional 
Dairy Producers of Wisconsin and 
their foundation as well as gener-
ous donations from several other 
sponsors.
	 Learn more at thedairylandini-
tiative.vetmed.wisc.edu

Nik Hawkins

Grant Funds Free Nationwide Access to Dairyland  
Initiative for Farmers

New Roles, New Staff
To help support the UW School of 
Veterinary Medicine (SVM) in its 
efforts to strengthen its research 
programs, some of the school’s 
current faculty are taking on new 
roles and responsibilities.

Lauren Trepanier, professor 
of internal medicine, has been 
appointed director of clinical re-
search and Cecilia Robat, clinical 
instructor of medical oncology, has 
assumed duties as the new clinical 
trials coordinator. Dr. Trepanier 
will focus on enhancing research 
support for faculty interested in 
clinical research, including training 
opportunities, statistical support, 
and grant writing workshops. 
Dr. Robat will assist faculty in 
enhancing the design, funding, 
and execution of clinical trials to 
benefit our patients.

Two new staff 
have joined the 
school as well. 
Tyler Gregory, 
instructional 
designer, has 
been hired to 

work with faculty on developing 
Core Competency Modules, 
“blended learning” courses that 
will give students experience in 
seldom-seen clinical areas.  
	 Gregory comes to the SVM 
from the UW General Library 
System and College Library where 
he was responsible for both 
instructional and information 
technology support of the 
Wisconsin Collaboratory for 
Enhanced Learning, DesignLab, 
and Media Studio initiatives.

Jane Pruhs, 
associate 
university 
relations special-
ist, will be 
helping the 
school with its 

communications, public relations, 
and marketing efforts. Pruhs has 
extensive experience in all of these 
fields through her work in the 
non-profit sector. Her academic 
background in agricultural 
journalism and experience growing 
up on a dairy farm in southeastern 
Wisconsin make her a wonderful 
fit for the school.

3

Tie stalls with sand bedding reduce lameness in cows and increase comfort, 
which leads to greater milk production. The Dairyland Initiative helps dairy 
producers incorporate these stalls in new or modified barns.
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Thanks to a cutting-edge 
orthopedic surgical pro-
cedure conducted at UW 

Veterinary Care, Molly, a two-
year-old miniature poodle mix, has 
returned to her old playful ways 
following a major injury.
	 Molly suffered severe trauma 
to her chest and left forelimb after 
being attacked by one of her house-
mates. After being stabilized and 
triaged at a local emergency clinic, 
her wounds healed, but her injured 
forelimb remained unused for two 
months following the incident.
	 At the recommendation of 
their veterinarian, Molly’s owners, 
James and Anita Connor, brought 
her to UW Veterinary Care physi-
cal therapist Dr. Courtney Arnoldy. 
Arnoldy became concerned about 
the lack of strength and stability in 
Molly’s triceps muscle, which must 
function properly for a dog to bear 
weight on its front limbs.
	 After experts in neurology ver-
ified that there were no issues with 
Molly’s nervous system, Dr. Jason 
Bleedorn in orthopedics evaluated 
her. He determined that her tri-
ceps muscle had been torn away 
from where it would normally 
connect to the olecranon, a piece 
of forelimb bone that lies behind 

the elbow. A magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) scan confirmed the 
diagnosis.
	 “I consulted with several 
human and animal surgeons with 
experience in muscle-tendon re-
constructions,” says Bleedorn. “We 
elected to perform a triceps tendon 
reconstruction. But because Molly 
had not used the limb in two 

months, I was skeptical we would 
be able to reconstruct the triceps 
back to its original position.”
	 This uncommon procedure uti-
lized Artelon™ graft, a degradable 
biomaterial that provides a strong 
foundation for tissue growth. 
Several samples of the materi-
al, donated by BioMedtrix, were 
incorporated into the repaired ten-
don to speed healing.
	 The surgery, performed by 
Bleedorn with the assistance of 
resident Jeff Little and student Liz 
Ambrosius, was a success. They 
stabilized Molly’s leg with a tran-
sarticular external fixator, a metal 
exoskeleton that can be continually 

adjusted to slowly increase a limb’s 
mobility and loadbearing through-
out the healing process. Molly 
wore the fixator for three months 
and then began biweekly rehabili-
tation sessions with Arnoldy.
	 “Molly is a sweet and quiet 
dog, but she’s clearly very tough 
in how well she has tolerated 
this surgery and the device,” says 
Bleedorn. “She continues to show 
excellent progress at each post-op-
eration visit.”
	 Six months after surgery, Molly 
could bear weight continuously 
on her forelimb, and the muscle 
mass around the limb, including 
the triceps, had increased. Her 
elbow joint range of motion had 
returned to normal.
	 “Molly’s progress has been re-
markable,” says Arnoldy. “She has 
been easy to work with in rehab, 
and Mr. Connor has been very 
committed and receptive to all 
education and recommendations 
during her recovery. This has really 
been a team effort.”
	 The Connors never expected 
her to recover this well. “She acts 
like nothing ever happened to her,” 
says James Connor. “She runs all 
over, she swims, she plays. She does 
as much as she did before. It’s hard 
to explain how happy we are.”
	 Bleedorn says he and his team 
have been unable to find any record 
in the medical literature of this pro-
cedure being conducted on a dog.

Nik Hawkins

Rare Procedure Rebuilds Canine Triceps Tendon

Dr. Jason Bleedorn conducts a physi-
cal examination of Molly during one 
of her post-operation visits. Molly’s 
leg was stabilized with a transarticu-
lar external fixator.

Dr. Courtney Arnoldy and owner James Connor coax Molly to walk up a step 
during a physical rehabilitation session at UW Veterinary Care.

traditionally have received less at-
tention due to time constraints.
	 Bell developed the Poultry 
Health Selective along with col-
laborators Myron Kebus of the 
state Department of Agriculture, 
Trade, and Consumer Protection 
(DATCP) and Michael Collins, 
professor of pathobiological sci-
ences, in response to student 
demand for more information 
on the topic. In addition to back-
yard flock visits, the class toured 
commercial poultry facilities and 
participated in classroom dis-
cussions with experts in poultry 
health and management.
	 “I’ve always been interested 
in agriculture and food animal 
production systems but had very 

limited knowledge regarding 
poultry production,” says Kolby 
McIntyre, a third-year student. 
“Now that I’ve taken this course, 
I have confidence in my ability to 
assess poultry management prac-
tices as well as flock and individual 
bird health and make appropriate 
recommendations.”
	 The course also meets a com-
munity need. According to Bell, 
as the urban poultry phenomenon 
expands and owners shift toward 
viewing chickens as companion 
animals, more veterinarians are 
being asked to handle poultry 
cases. “Most of these small animal 
veterinarians don’t feel equipped 
to take these cases on because they 
don’t feel they had enough expo-
sure in school,” she says.

	 This is why Bell is also working 
with DATCP and the Wisconsin 
Veterinary Medical Association 
to provide practicing veterinari-
ans with continuing education in 
poultry health and diagnostics. 
She hopes this will help more vet-
erinarians know what questions 
to ask and what samples to take 
when handling cases of sick or 
dead chickens.
	 “The involvement of gen-
eral practitioners is vital for 
public health, flock health, and 
the welfare of the birds,” says Bell. 
“Veterinarians need to step up 
to keep urban poultry safe and 
sustainable while ensuring that 
backyard chickens receive appro-
priate care.”

Nik Hawkins

POULTRY from page 2
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New Faculty Join the School
Jennifer Dreyfus, DVM, 
has joined the Depart-
ment of Pathobiological 
Sciences as a clinical 
instructor in anatomic 
pathology. Dr. Dreyfus has 

deep roots at the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine (SVM) as a graduate of the DVM 
program in 2009. Her anatomic pathology 
training began with a fellowship in ocular 
pathology with the Comparative Ocular 
Pathology Laboratory of Wisconsin 
(COPLOW) before starting a residency in 
anatomic pathology at the SVM. Her 
professional interests are cancer diagnosis 
and research.
	 Prior to entering the field of veterinary 
medicine, she ran candidate and issue-
based political campaigns. In her spare time 
she can be found in the kitchen, reading a 
book, training for triathalons, or on stage 
with Ladies Must Swing, a Madison-based, 
all women’s classic big band.

Christoph Mans,  
Dr. med. vet., has joined 
the Department of 
Surgical Sciences and the 
UW Veterinary Care 
special species service as 

clinical assistant professor of zoological 
medicine. Dr. Mans earned his veterinary 
medical degree from the University of 
Leipzig in Germany, completed an 
internship in avian and exotic animal 
medicine at the University of Guelph, and 
finished a residency in zoological 
medicine at the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine (SVM). He was previously 
employed in private practice in Hong 
Kong and most recently as a clinical 
instructor at the SVM. His clinical interests 
include endoscopy, dentistry in rabbit and 
rodents, and sedation and analgesia in 
exotic pet and zoo animals.

Laura Nafe, DVM, MS, 
has joined the 
Department of Medical 
Sciences as a clinical 
instructor of small animal 
internal medicine. Dr. 

Nafe earned her veterinary medical 
degree from the University of Missouri. 
She then completed a small animal 
rotating internship at North Carolina 
State University before returning to the 
University of Missouri to complete a 
residency in small animal internal 
medicine. Her clinical interests include 
respiratory disease and immune-
mediated disease in dogs and cats. She is 
a diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine.

Xuan Pan, VMD, PhD, 
has joined the Department 
of Medical Science as an 
assistant professor of 
oncology. Dr. Pan earned 
her veterinary medical 

degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
where she also completed a doctoral 
degree in cell and molecular biology. She 
then participated in a small animal rotating 
internship at Michigan State University 
before completing her oncology residency 
at the UW School of Veterinary Medicine. 
Her clinical interests include genetic and 
epigenetic regulations of hematopoietic 
development and malignancies.

Michelle Turek, DVM, 
has joined the Depart-
ment of Medical Sciences 
as an assistant professor 
in radiation oncology. Dr. 
Turek received her 

veterinary medical degree from the 
Université de Montréal in 1998 and then 
participated in a small animal rotating 
internship at Angell Memorial Animal 
Hospital in Boston. She completed 
residencies in medical and radiation 
oncology at the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine (SVM). She worked in private 
practice and held a position at the 
University of Georgia prior to returning to 
the SVM. Her research interests include 
basic and clinical comparative oncology 
as well as advancing evidence-based 
medicine in veterinary radiotherapy.

Rebecca 
Csomos, DVM, 
Phd, Small 
Animal Surgery

Diego De 
Gasperi, DVM, 
MS, Large Animal 
Surgery

Tara Fetzer, 
DVM, Emergency 
and Critical Care

Allyson Gosling, 
DVM, 
Ophthalmology

Jennifer 
Hausmann, 
DVM, Zoology

Kevin Kroner, 
DVM, Small 
Animal Surgery

Jordan Manasse, 
BVMS, Zoological 
Pathology

Mairin Miller, 
DVM, Oncology

Bonnie  
Oliphant, DVM, 
Neurology

Sarah Raabis, 
DVM, Large 
Animal Internal 
Medicine

Chantel Raghu, 
DVM, Small 
Animal Internal 
Medicine

Renee  
Richmond, DVM, 
Anatomic 
Pathology

Reemy Thomas, 
DVM, Radiology

The UW School of Veterinary Medicine Welcomes New Residents and Interns

Residents

Specialty Interns
Liz Layne, DVM, 
Dermatology

Rotating Interns
Alexis Dubin, 
DVM

Paige E. Mackey, 
DVM, MPH

Alyssa Pinkos, 
DVM

Silvia Pryor, 
DVM

Magen  
Shaughnessy, 
DVM

Courtney White, 
DVM

interns

UW Veterinary Care Earns 
Gold in ‘Best of Madison’ Poll
UW Veterinary Care 
has earned the gold 
award in the veteri-
narian category for 
the Best of Madison 
2013.
	 The Best of Madison is an 
annual readers’ poll conducted by 
Madison Magazine to determine 
Madison’s premiere businesses in 
the categories of food and drink, 
arts and entertainment, home and 
lifestyle, and fitness and recreation.
	 “We are so pleased to receive 
this recognition for the hard work of 
our wonderful clinicians, technicians, 
staff, and students,” says Hospital 
Director Ruthanne Chun. “And this 
would not have been possible with-
out our wonderful clients, referring 
veterinarians, and generous donors 
who help make this teaching hospi-
tal a great place.”
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Never walk again. Never 
run again. Never ride a 
horse again. 

	 Those thoughts stirred in Sarah 
Springborn’s mind as she lay in a 
hospital bed following a traumatic 
skiing accident that damaged her 
spine in the winter of 2011. But 
only for a few moments. In fact, 
she allowed herself just one more 
“never”—that her injury would 
never keep her from doing these 
things again—before she stripped 
the word from her vocabulary. 
After nine days in an intensive care 
unit with the looming reality that 
she was paralyzed from the waist 
down, her mind had not changed.
	 “I didn’t really accept that 
I would stay paralyzed,” says 
Springborn. “I said ‘I’ll be fine, just 
give me time.’”
	 Time has proven her right. For 
almost a month following the ac-
cident, she was unable to move her 
legs, her right triceps, or the fin-
gers on her right hand. Today she 
walks unassisted through the halls 
of the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine.
	 Her rehabilitation began when 
she shrugged aside her injury and 
finished her undergraduate de-
gree in biomedical engineering by 
working from her hospital bed 
and home in the months follow-
ing her accident. She graduated 
in the summer of 2011 instead of 
spring. During her hospital stay, 
she learned she was accepted to 
the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
program. Although she deferred 
enrollment for a year to focus on 
her recovery, she is now on track to 
graduate with the Class of 2016.
	 Numerous rehabilitation mile-
stones mark the road between then 
and now, and she achieved each 
with a positive attitude and char-
acteristic refusal to be held back.

Road to Recovery
“It kind of comes in bursts,” says 
Springborn of her recovery. “I’m 
still making progress.”
	 Her accident occurred on 
February 4, 2011. It fractured both 

of her hips and her C6 vertebrae, 
which shifted into her spinal cord 
and caused her initial paralysis.
	 Springborn spent the first three 
months after the accident in a 
wheelchair. While undergoing re-
habilitation therapy in Menasha, 
she stood for the first time. It was 
only for a minute, but she was ec-
static. “Basically, [my therapist] 
just stood me up, and I just started 
smiling,” says Springborn. “I felt so 
much taller.”
	 Shortly after this, her physical 
therapist uncle, Steve Springborn, 
flew in from Arizona to help. A 
few days later she began using a 
walker. She did laps around the 
house to build up strength and 
tackled stairs for the first time in 
May 2011. She was soon bearing 
weight on her legs, and by June she 
graduated to forearm crutches.
	 “Sarah’s recovery has been 
remarkable so far,” says Steve 
Springborn. “She basically had to 
learn how to walk again. I was 
just shocked by her attitude in the 

beginning. I have seen a lot of pa-
tients as a physical therapist, and I 
can honestly say I have never seen 
that positive of an attitude from 
someone so young and with such 
traumatic injuries. It’s that attitude 
that has taken her to this level.”
	 In the summer of 2012, 
Springborn moved from crutches to 
a cane. Well before the leaves turned 
this year she was walking without 
it, only a slight lag in her stride.

The Healing Power of Horses
Attitude and family have played a 
big role in Springborn’s recovery. 
And so have horses.
	 Springborn has been riding 
since she was 10 years old, and 
she is the proud owner of Dandy, 
a 16-year-old Arabian-American 
Quarter Horse mix. As an under-
graduate she worked in a stable 
where she would occasionally assist 
veterinarians with equine emergen-
cies. These experiences steered her 
toward veterinary medicine.

DVM Student Walks On After Life-Altering Accident 

Sarah Springborn, Class of 2016, stands with her horse, Dandy, in August 2012, 
18 months after a major spine injury. Springborn has since graduated to walk-
ing without the help of a cane, and horses played a large role in her recovery.

Strategic Plan: A 
Guide for the Future
As the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine moves forward in 
advancing animal and human 
health, a new strategic plan will 
serve as its trusty compass.
	 Recently, a strategic plan-
ning group of faculty and staff 
affirmed the school’s mission, 
vision, and fundamental prin-
ciples. In addition, following a 
spring and summer of conversa-
tions between Dean Mark Markel 
and numerous stakeholders, the 
school has established seven stra-
tegic priorities that will direct its 
efforts for the next five to seven 
years.
	 The school has already made 
significant progress on multiple 
initiatives aimed at achieving 
these goals. For example, one 
of the school’s priorities is to 
“design an innovative profes-
sional curriculum that evolves to 
prepare students for a breadth 
of careers and professional op-
portunities.” As part of working 
toward this goal, the school 
has launched its “selectives” 
curriculum (read about one of 
these innovative courses on p. 2) 
and has begun developing Core 
Competency Modules, “blended 
learning” courses that will give 
students experience in seldom-
seen clinical areas.
	 Another school priority is to 
“support UW Veterinary Care in 
achieving its strategic priorities, 
and enhance its integration with 
the school.” To help the hospital 
provide better service for its pa-
tients and clients, the school has 
secured funding to remodel the 
pharmacy and construct a new 
small animal isolation unit.
	 These are just a few examples. 
Look for more stories about the 
school’s successful initiatives to 
be posted online and in future 
issues of On Call.

To learn more about the 
school’s new strategic plan, 
including its mission, vision, 
fundamental principles, stra-
tegic priorities, and initiatives, 
visit www.vetmed.wisc.edu/
strategic-plan

continuted on next page



	 She also loves riding and has 
refused to give it up. Six months 
after her accident she was able 
to sit on a horse again, and a few 
months later she began hippother-
apy. This form of treatment uses 
the natural movements of a horse’s 
pelvis, which are similar to that of 
a human’s, to attune a disabled pa-
tient to the motion of walking.
	 “It’s been extremely helpful, es-
pecially for loosening up my hip,” 
says Springborn, explaining that 
it helps her walk better after each 
session. “Every time I ride, it just 
proves even more helpful.”
	 Dandy is stabled near 
Oshkosh, but she finds opportu-
nities to ride in the Madison area. 
As with her rehabilitation, she has 
made remarkable progress in rid-
ing, moving steadily from walk to 
trot to canter.

Related Research
Springborn applied to veterinary 
medical school with thoughts of a 
career in large animal practice or 
surgery, but her injury forced her 
to rethink her plans, at least in the 
near term. She’s now weighing the 

possibilities of pursuing specialty 
practice or earning a doctorate and 
taking the research route.
	 Springborn got a taste of the 
research world last summer while 
working as a Merial Scholar 
in the laboratory of Gordon 
Mitchell, professor of compar-
ative biosciences. And it’s no 
coincidence that her work fo-
cused on a promising treatment 
for spinal cord injury patients 
called acute intermittent hypox-
ia (AIH). AIH delivers intervals 
of air containing non-damaging, 
low oxygen levels to trigger a re-
sponse that strengthens motor 
neuron signals. AIH can help 
stimulate function in muscles as-
sociated with breathing and limbs 
and has been applied successfully 
to spinal injury cases.
	 Given her background in biome-
chanics, Springborn initially thought 
she would study animal prosthet-
ics, but she was drawn to Mitchell’s 
work. “I decided I have a more per-
sonal interest in this,” she says.
	 “Sarah has been a wonderful 
addition to our laboratory,” says 
Mitchell. “I see her understanding 

of science and her enthusiasm for 
research grow each time I talk to 
her. She can barely contain her en-
thusiasm when we discuss new 
possibilities for the treatment of 
spinal injury in our laboratory 
meetings. I see her getting hooked 
on discovery, and I won’t be the 
least bit surprised if she is develop-
ing new treatments for dogs with 
spinal injuries some day.”
	 While the research Springborn 
is involved in holds promise for 
helping people like herself in 
the near future, the laboratory 
environment itself has sped her re-
covery in the present. It compelled 
her to get creative and take leaps 
she may not have otherwise.
	 “The lab encouraged me to 
walk without a cane,” she says. 
“It’s a safe place, and it forced me 
to carry things. Usually I could 
come up with some way to make 
things work even with my limited 
dexterity.”
	 And that’s what Springborn 
does—she makes things work. She 
turns “nevers” into “whens” and 
keeps moving forward.

Nik Hawkins

Imaging Wish List
Almost all patients seen at UW 
Veterinary Care will require diagnos-
tic imaging to determine the source 
of their discomfort, the severity of 
their injury, or how best to treat their 
disease. Our patients have a variety of 
different diseases - from heart disease 
to dental disease, from cancer to 
lameness - and each involves differ-
ent needs for the optimal diagnostic 
imaging that will help us create a 
treatment plan and follow through on 
patient care.
	 If you would like to make a 
difference, a gift toward any of the 
following imaging wish list items 
would improve our ability to diag-
nose and treat our patients.

—Kenneth Waller,  
Head of Diagnostic Imaging 

Additional giving opportunities 
for imaging equipment can be 
found at www.vetmed.wisc.edu/
imaging-center

Imaging Center Remodeling $1.5 
million
To better serve its clients and 
patients, UW Veterinary Care is 
working towards upgrading its 
computed tomography (CT) and 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) 
units. As part of a newly remodeled 
work area, the new Imaging Center 
will be organized around a cen-
tral control room that will support 
large and small animals in both the 
MRI and CT units. The area will be 
expanded to accommodate a multi-
slice CT machine and a high-field 
MRI unit. This design will provide 
a coherent alternative to current 
facilities that are congested and 
fragmented. For example, compan-
ion animals are presently escorted 
to an outside trailer for their MRI, a 
unit that is not accessible for horses 
or other large animals.

Ultrasound Machine $300,000
For the benefit of both small and 
large animals, the ultrasound 
machine serves as a critical role 
in evaluating diseases within the 
abdomen, specifically liver, spleen, 
kidney, nodes and gastrointestinal 
tract areas. Additionally, the machine 
has utility for thoracic ultrasounds 
which provide valuable evaluation 
of masses in the chest. This non-in-
vasive imaging technology provides 
unparalleled diagnostic feedback 
within the hospital setting.
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The International Crane 
Foundation (ICF), an or-
ganization devoted to 

safeguarding the world’s crane 
species, celebrates 40 years of con-
servation this year.
	 ICF has partnered with 
the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine (SVM) since 2000 by 
funding a faculty position that 
doubles as the organization’s di-
rector of veterinary services. That 
position has been filled by Dr. 
Barry Hartup, clinical instruc-
tor in the Department of Surgical 
Sciences and DVM 1993.
	 What began in 1973 as what 
Hartup calls “a quirky, endan-
gered crane breeding center in 
Baraboo, Wisconsin” now in-
cludes a 225-acre headquarters 
visited by more than 25,000 
people each year. ICF hosts a cap-
tive flock of approximately 100 
cranes, which includes the only 

complete collection of all 15 spe-
cies in the world.
	 ICF has many achievements 
to celebrate on its anniversary, 
having led successful communi-
ty-based conservation programs 
and innovative captive breeding 
and reintroduction efforts. Their 
efforts also have helped protect 
millions of acres of crane habitat 

around the world and inside the 
state’s borders, work that Hartup 
calls the Wisconsin Idea in action.
	 “We’re restoring endangered 
wildlife in Wisconsin to the bene-
fit of the people of the state,” says 
Hartup.
	 ICF also contributes to the in-
structional mission of the SVM by 
hosting several students each year 
through four- to six-week intern-
ships and summer-long research 
experiences. Hartup also partici-
pates in lectures and labs as part 
of an avian medicine course for 
third-year students.
	 “It’s an opportunity for stu-
dents and faculty to get a unique 
experience in avian conservation 
medicine and for ICF to receive 
improved clinical support,” says 
Hartup.
	 Learn more about ICF at 
www.savingcranes.org

Nik Hawkins

Crane Foundation Celebrates 40 Years of Conservation

Dr. Barry Hartup conducts a health 
examinaton of a whooping crane 
with fourth-year student Aly Manthei.



When Cathy Kerznar was 
a child, she dreamed 
of being a veterinar-

ian. She came of age before the 
UW School of Veterinary Medicine 
(SVM) existed, and her dream was 
left unfulfilled but never forgotten.
	 Decades later when Cathy and 
her husband, Ken, began making 
plans for their estate, they decid-
ed to share Cathy’s dream with 
students at the SVM by establish-
ing the Cathy Kerznar Scholarship 
Fund as part of their bequest.
	 Each year, a second-year stu-
dent will be chosen to receive the 
scholarship. The fund will pro-
vide full tuition and fees for the 
recipient’s second year. With good 
academic standing, the scholarship 
is renewable for each recipient’s 
third and fourth years of education 
at the SVM.
	 The Kerznars first became 
involved with the SVM when 
their cat, Rasserty, came to UW 
Veterinary Care (UWVC) for thy-
roid treatment. With three dogs 
and six cats at home, many of their 
animals have undergone treatment 
at the hospital over the years.
	 The care and concern shown by 
UWVC clinicians has made a great 
impact on their lives. “Our dog, 
Nick, was receiving cancer treat-
ment at the oncology unit,” says 
Cathy Kerznar. “The doctor kissed 
Nick on the face, and it made a big 
impression on us.”

	 Without any children to include 
in their estate plans, the Kerznars 
spent significant time determining 
where their legacy gift could have 
the largest impact. They decid-
ed to establish a scholarship fund 

and consulted several local veter-
inarians who treat their animals, 
including SVM alumnus Dr. Chris 
Bessent, DVM 1988, who agreed 
that a gift to SVM students would 
have a lasting impact.
	 “The level of care we received 
just made us feel good, and it was 
something that we wanted to help 
strengthen and continue,” says Ken 
Kerznar. “We were looking for the 
biggest and best way to contribute 
back to the veterinary community.”
	 “We asked ourselves where can 
we do the most good and have a 
lasting effect,” says Ken Kerznar. 
“The SVM, from a mission and 
academic standpoint, will help 
enhance the (veterinary medical) 
industry and improve the level of 
service within its network.”
	 In addition to scholarship 
funding, designated bequest gifts 
provide the school with critically 
important resources for valuable 
research that advances animal and 

human health.
	 Innovative cancer therapies 
are being developed and advanced 
through an estate gift provided by 
Barbara Suran. Her gift established 
the Barbara A. Suran Comparative 
Oncology Research Institute with 
its associated endowed chair and 
endowed laboratory.
	 The endowed chair was es-
tablished at the request of Suran 
to allow the school to recognize 
a distinguished expert in oncolo-
gy. Two of her beloved champion 
standard poodles succumbed to 
cancer—Jaime died of osteosar-
coma and Donna LaRose died of 
acute leukemia.
	 Suran’s endowment funding 
has led to discovery of new diag-
nostic and therapeutic techniques 
through clinical trials and has cre-
ated more collaborative efforts 
with academic and private sector 
entities. It also provides addition-
al laboratory and research project 
opportunities for medical oncolo-
gy residents.
	 “The Barbara A. Suran 
Endowment has allowed our 
group to further our international-
ly recognized center of excellence 
in the area of comparative oncolo-
gy,” says David M. Vail, professor 
in the Department of Medical 
Sciences and the Barbara A. Suran 
Chair in Comparative Oncology.

Jane Pruhs

A Dream Fulfilled through Planned Giving

For more information about 
planned gifts to the SVM, 
contact Colin Nemeth at  
colin.nemeth@supportuw.org.

UW Veterinary Care 
Wishlist
At UW Veterinary Care, we’re always 
looking for ways to improve. We 
strive to better serve our clients and 
their pets and to offer a learning envi-
ronment for our students that goes 
above and beyond. Unfortunately, 
the hospital’s income cannot always 
stretch to cover all these improve-
ments. If you would like to help 
us work toward our vision, please 
consider contributing to the following 
equipment and service needs.

—Ruthanne Chun, Associate Dean 
for Clinical Affairs 

Additional giving opportuni-
ties with matching funds can be 
found at www.vetmed.wisc.edu/
uwvc-wishlist

Diagnostic Stago STA Compact 
Coagulation Analyzer $38,000
The coagulation analyzer provides 
significant diagnostic and prognostic 
benefits for evaluating individual 
blood clotting proteins. This analy-
sis provided by this state-of-the-art 
technology is essential in managing 
serious blood clotting disorders.

Examination Rooms 
$15,000-$25,000
UW Veterinary Care is currently re-
modeling all small animal examination 
rooms. The enhanced rooms will 
include upgraded counter tops, cabi-
nets, and examination tables, as well 
as improved lighting, more comfort-
able seating, and new computers 
that allow digital radiograph review 
with clients. Naming opportunities 
are available for the two examination 
rooms yet to be remodeled.

Pulse Oximeters $600-$1,500
These small portable devices are 
of critical importance in the hos-
pital when patient’s oxygenation 
is unstable. The pulse oximeters 
help determine when supplemen-
tal oxygen is needed. This essential 
equipment is utilized around-the-
clock and requires on-going 
replacement.
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$100,000–499,999
James G. Berbee and Karen A. Walsh
Robert F. and Debra Cervenka
Duffield Family Foundation
Evelyn K. Fryer
Christine F. Meyer
Jeffry A. and Hidee L. Neuenschwander
Skeletal Kinetics
Morrie Waud

$25,000–99,999
Marjorie Siebert Aylen Fdtn Inc.
Susan J. Cellmer and Jeffrey C. Neal
Dean Foods Foundation
Oliver J. Ginther
Patricia L. Hayes
Inviragen
Maddies Spirit
Elaine D. Marshall
Merial Ltd.
Bruce and Rebecca J. Milne
The Myelin Project
Pfizer Inc.
Promega Corporation
SCAVMA
Linda A. Schuler
SONAC USA
VCA Antech Inc.
Zoetis

$10,000–24,999
AgSource Cooperative Services
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica Inc.
Shawn M. Cavanaugh
Timothy J. and Anne M. Connor
C. Thomas and Suzanne Dow
John P. and H. Margo Edl
Elser Enterprises Inc.
Robert B., Jr. and Mary R. Fick
Heska Corporation
ImmunoStar
International Vaccine Institute
Stephen M. Johnson and Dianne M. 

Byerly
Laboratoire M2 Inc.

William J. Maeck
Paul E. McElwee and Gayle G. Rosemann
Marilyn A. Olsen
OSOD LLC
Jill G. Pelisek
Marilyn M. Potter
Sanofi Pasteur S. A.
Nancy I. Smith
Standard Diagnostics Inc.
Twycross Zoo East Midland Zoological 

Society
Margery H. Uihlein
Unither Virology LLC
Zinpro Corporation

$5,000–9,999
CHEMI Nutra
Mark A. Cullen
DeLaval Inc.
Dorothy I. Edwards
Suzanne S. and Robert F. Geller
Grand Chapter OES of Wisconsin
Melita F. Grunow
Paul Johnson
Patrick G. and Nancy B. Kennedy
Jack R. and Darryl J. Luebeck
Andrew J. Rolfe
Simmons Education Fund
Timothy J. and Nancy L. Speaker
Split Rail Foundation Inc.
Suzanne M. Strachota
Jean C. Tehan
Jeffrey D. and Sara R. F. Wiesner

$1,000–4,999
Accelerated Genetics
Jacquelynn C. Accomazzo
Rita M. Ahl
Alta Genetics USA Inc.
Susan J. Anderson
Arizona Equine Medical Srg Ctr
AVMA Professional Liability Insurance 

Trust
Badger Kennel Club

We’re Grateful for Donations Made  
Between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013
In this issue of On Call, we would like to thank our individual and cor-
porate donors by listing those who made gifts of $100 or more between 
July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013. Cumulative donors, alumni of the UW 
School of Veterinary Medicine and Veterinary Sciences and Comparative 
Biomedical Sciences graduate programs, and veterinary medical clinics 
that participated in the Companion Animal Fund are thanked separately.
	 We are deeply grateful to all who have contributed. Your gifts make 
an impact on the lives of animals and sometimes benefit human health as 
well. Whether your gift is unrestricted or you have chosen to direct your 
gift towards studies to improve animal health, scholarship funding to ease 
the financial burden on students, or improving the school’s facilities so 
that we can better serve you and your pets, your gifts go a long way. Your 
generosity makes the difference and allows us to maintain the school’s rep-
utation for excellence. We have made every effort to ensure that this list is 
accurate. If there are errors, we apologize, and encourage you to call the 
Office for Advancement at 608-265-9692 with any corrections.

$2,000+
All Pets Veterinary Clinic
Animal Hospital of Ashwaubenon
Kaukauna Veterinary Clinic
Lake Country Veterinary Care
Muller Veterinary Hospital
New Berlin Animal Hospital Ltd.
Oregon Veterinary Clinic
Perryville Pet Hospital
Shorewood Animal Hospital
Thiensville-Mequon Small Animal 

Clinic
Wright Veterinary Service

$1,000–1,999
Appanasha Clinics SC
Country View Animal Hospital
Dodgeville Veterinary Service
Hartford Animal Clinic Inc.
Kuenzi Family Pet Hospital
Layton Animal Hospital
Omro Animal Hospital
Park Pet Hospital
Whitewater Animal Medical Center
Whitewater Veterinary Hospital

$500–999
All Paws Animal Hospital
Family Pet Clinic SC
Grassland Veterinary Service
North Country Veterinary Clinic LTD
Northside Animal Hospital
The Little Animal Hospital

$100–499
Animal Hospital of Oshkosh
At Home Veterinary Care
Butler Animal Hospital Inc.
Country View Veterinary Service
Deer-Grove Veterinary Clinics LLC
Heritage Animal Clinic SC
Jackson Pet Hospital
Jefferson Veterinary Clinic SC
Loyal Veterinary Service
McFarland Animal Hospital
Mt Horeb Animal Hospital & Veterinary 

Clinic
North Shore Animal Hospital of Racine 

Inc.
Northwoods Animal Hospital
Pulaski Veterinary Clinic
Queen Creek Veterinary Clinic
Russell Veterinary Hospital PC
Token Creek Veterinary Clinic
West Salem Veterinary Clinic Inc.
Woodland Veterinary Clinic LTD
Wrightstown Veterinary Clinic
WVC Companion Animal

Veterinary Clinic Sponsorships  
Benefit the School
Every year, the School of Veterinary Medicine receives tremendous 
support from veterinary clinics that donate to the Companion Animal 
Fund Sponsor program in the name of a client’s pet who has passed 
away. We are thankful to be able to help during a pet owner’s time of 
grief, even just by being a part of that sense of connection generated 
when a pet owner learns that their veterinarian made a donation in 
the name of their pet. But we feel even more grateful that we are able 
to put these gifts to good use to benefit animal care.
	 Thank you to the following veterinary clinics for their generous 
participation in this program between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013.
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Barbara A. Baron
John D. Baumann
Cheryl Bayless
Crystal Beier
Alan D. Berger and Ann H. Infortuna
Ann M. Berres-Olivotti
Robert Bolls
Jo Bossart
Mary P. Burke
Burlington Wisconsin Kennel Club
Campbell Science Corp.
Rebecca Canter
Hannah V. Carey
Patrick J. Cashman
Cat Hospital Of Chicago
Central Wisconsin Vizsla Club
Valerie A. Cherchian
Bruce M. Christensen
Lois E. Clementi
Russell A. Cutting and Rene E. Randall
Alysia Deaven
Margaret A. Devenney
Disney Worldwide Services Inc.
John and Daryn Drengler
Andrew J. and Linda D. Erdman
William E. Ferlise
Linda J. Flaskrud
Julie J. Flessas-Takton
Steve Frantz
John J. Frautschi
Caroline E. Fribance
Leslie B. Frisinger
David J. Ganfield
Jonathan V. Goodman
Great Midwest Alpaca Festival
Patricia A. Hackworthy
Kathleen S. and Rick Halvorson
Barry J. and Jo A. L. Helms
William R. and Sharon L. Henning
Charles K. Henrikson
Harvey A. and Patricia G. Hetland
W. D. Hoard and Sons Company
Hubbard Feeds
Henry P. and Kathleen A. B. Huntington
IDEXX Laboratories Inc.
Intervet Inc.
Jefferson Elementary School
Denise B. Jenks
Ronald C. Katz
Yoshihiro Kawaoka
Carolyn A. Kenney-Carter
Faye Kozenskie
Helen Kratzer
Pamela Krause
Lu A. Kuzma
Vinay Kwatra
Theresa Lavelle
Jeffrey D. and Jessica L. Leach
Robert Lent
Steven S. Lindsay Memorial Fund
Leslie Maloney
Mark D. Markel
Rocille N. McConnell
Richard W. and Michele D. Meewes
Rodney L. Mickelson
Susan J. and Elliott L. Moeser
Maureen B. Mulroy
John S. Murphy
Pat A. Nelson

Nestle Purina Petcare Co.
Novartis Animal Health US Inc.
Nutreco Canada Inc.
Esther M. Olson
Orgenics Ltd.
San W., III and Sarah Orr
Andrea J. Paff
Paws Inc.
Paws–4-Fun Agility Club
Mary S. Pfister
Pfizer Canada Inc.
Joseph G. Pittman
Linda Pohl
Patricia Prescott
Marcia A. Pulich
Marilyn G. and Fred E. Putz
Andrew L. and Janet R. Raddatz
Richard K. and Bonita L. Riederer
Katherine A. Rudolph
Marla Rumler
Steven and Joy Sample
Sargento Foods Inc.
Ellen J. Schwendeman
David D. and Gail L. Seavert
Thomas L. and Anne M. Skalmoski
Hanna M. Sobkowicz
Southwest Wisconsin Veterinary 

Association
Richard J. Taylor
Thomas L. Taylor
Chester B. and Donna S. Thomas
Steven J. Thompson
Barbara A. Tooman
Thomas N. and Jeanne M. Torhorst
Kirk M. and Lynn L. Tucker
Patrick A. and Deborah Turski
University League Inc.
University Of Saskatchewan
David B. Vagnoni
Jacqueline A. Vaver
Charles Voegeli
Betty A. Vowels
Margaret V. Wald

Richard C. Weintritt, Jr.
Gale Willcox
Wisconsin Holstein Association
Wisconsin Rural Opportunities Fdtn Inc.
WI Veterinary Medical Assn
Wheaton B. Wood
Michael R. and Tracy L. Yaktus
Sandra V. Yanke

$500–999
ACVIM
Ag Consulting Team Inc.
Todd R. and Joanna C. Allen
American Distribution & Manufacturing 

Co. LLC
Badger Aquatics Club Inc.
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of SE Wis
Dale E. and Nanci A. Bjorling
Mark E. and Cheryl A. Brickman
Jenks S. and Lucena K. Britt
Victor R. and Norma M. Brockmiller
Glenn T. and Mary J. Buehlman
Jane Bunn
Jac G. and Cynthia G. Caplin
Paul W. Cerutti
David V. and Deborah A. Chvilicek
Robert C. Cohen
Joanne M. Crawford
John W. Currier
Dane County Humane Society
Lawrence J. and Kathleen A. Dickerson
Cynthia H. Drollinger
Sigrid E. Dynek
Susan N. Fasciano
Nicole Finitzo
Gregory A. and Karla A. Francken
Marilyn M. Freeman
Pat Frett
Johanna A. Ghei
Michael G. and Kelly K. Gustafson
Sally D. Harper
Ed Hathaway
Constance K. Hegerfeld

Paul and Lola Higgins
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Meghan Holmes
Tara G. Icke
Susan J. Ipsen
Joseph and Patricia R. Justiliano
Kenosha Kennel Club Inc.
David B. Keyes
William H. and Vicky V. Knoedler
John E. and Valeta R. Kuenzi
Jennifer L. Kuzelka
Don D. and Helen S. Kynaston
Jean H. LaMack
Maldon D. Laitinen
Joseph K. and Susan Lunn
Molly S. Mac Donald
Mary J. Mac Laren and Pat Adas
Nancy Maser
Mary E. McAndrews
Leigh C. McGill
Susan M. Melby
Metro Animal Hospital
E. Miller and Associates Inc.
Scott D. Miller and Robin Dillow
Virginia L. and Juergen Mueller
National Labrador Retriever Club Inc.
Ned R. and Patricia J. Novsam
Susan L. O’Brien
Timothy J. and Corina M. O’Brien
Robert J. and Mettja R. Overly
Sharon N. and Thomas J. Palmer
Lori Pasche
James G. Peard
Marshall A. and Diane M. Peebles
Todd W. and Tracy D. Perkins
The Pets Perspective Inc.
Richard G. Placey and Carol E. Swanson
Robert F. Pollock
Curtis T. Poor and Katherine M. 

Sigardson-Poor
Michael C. Pritzl
James W. and Donna J. Rieser
Richard J. and Joan M. Rodrick
Peter A. and Patricia J. Sammataro
Pamela M. Schmidt and Patrick G. 

Hellmann
Nicole Schwendel
Brenda K. Scidmore
Gwendolyn W. Sharratt
Timothy J. and Nancy S. Sheehan
Patricia H. Smith
Hedwig M. Spaight
Mary A. and John Stracka
Gordon and Patricia Stroessner
Lois K. Sudnick
Deloris Turner
Paul J. and Emily Varkala
Veterinary Ophthalmology Specialty 

Practice
Marshall K. and Diana L. Wells
John P. Wilhelmsen

$100–499
ABS Global Inc.
Abts Bou-Matic LLC
Robert R. and Kathleen Agenten
Jack J. and Colette Agresti
Mark I. and Virginia L. Alexander
All About Chiropractic Life Principals LLC
Carla C. Allenstein and Daniel Roh

Continued from page 9

“What a great experience with such wonderful  
people. Put a couple of gold stars beside each of  
their names!”

Gold Star Treatment
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continued on next page

Special Thanks for Legacy Gifts
Estate pledges, in the form of bequests, trusts, 
or wills, are another way to make a positive 
and lasting impact on the school. The following 
individuals, both living and deceased, have ei-
ther pledged support for the school through an 
estate gift or an estate gift has come to fruition 
in their name.
	 For more information on how to arrange a 
legacy gift to benefit the UW School of Veterinary Medicine, contact 
Colin Nemeth, 608-263-7594, at the UW Foundation.

Allan P. Abell
Todd R. and Joanna C. Allen
Jeffry Anderson
David H. and Nancy K. Aronson
Irving and Wendy L. Benveniste
Victor R. and Norma M. Brockmiller
Jane Bunn
Jackelen A. N. Callahan
Lois E. Clementi
John W. Currier
Deanna S. Ding
Betty M. Duebner
Merle and Eunice Eggen
Sherree L. Engles
Earl E. and Linda J. Flaskrud
Beverly S. Freiberg
Jeannette I. French
Karen N. Ganser
Kathy Gehl
Floyd George
Mary E. Gerloff
Claire Hackmann
Patricia R. Hall
Denny and Kim Harms
June E. Harper
Arlene E. Hartman
Patricia L. Hayes
Oscar A. and Mary E. Hildebrandt
Earl K. Holz
Judith Jackman
Scott L. Johnson
Gary R. and Kay M. Jones
Sheryl L. Jones
Kenneth A. and Cathy L. Kerznar
Lynn A. Kniaz
Karla Kreklow
Edward M. and Lois G. LeVine
Kent H. and Mary Z. Libby
Clara Locher

Joyce A. Madsen
Susan K. C. Magee
Keith L. Mausner and Judith C. Illes
Christine F. Meyer
Betty J. Miller
William D. Miller
Mary A. Morse
John S. and Kristina L. Murphy
Kalen K. Nichols
Ardith Nyht
Thomas J. and Sharon N. Palmer
Joyce M. Paulson
Martha E. Pavcek
Mary A. Pierson
Theodore S. Plautz
Kenneth D. Powell
Marcia A. Pulich
Fred E. and Marilyn G. Putz
Theresa M. Radant
Janet R. and Andrew L. Raddatz
Walter F. and Martha M. Renk
Doris J. Salsbury
Marion R. Schroeder
Marcie T. Schwengel
David D. and Gail L. Seavert
Weston R. Severson and Esther M. 

Olson
Hedwig M. Spaight
Barbara A. Suran
Charlotte T. Turner
David R. and Gail F. Turner
Jacqueline A. Vaver
Peter S. and Trisha Y. Wagner
Margaret V. Wald
Morrie Waud
Marilyn R. Wilbur
Edwin V. and Linda S. Wise
John R. and Kelli J. Zellmer

Karen Almlie
William S. Alverson and Kiva J. Adler
American Physiological Society
Philip R. Andersen
Elizabeth B. Anderson
Eric K. and Susan E. Anderson
John E. and Joanne O. Anderson
Wilmer and Marguerite G. Anderson
James M. and Bonnie K. Andrews
Chris Anfinsen
Animal House Veterinary Hospital PC
Miriam Ansfield
Linda A. Antaramian
Sara G. Armstrong
Beth C. Arnold
Richard R. Arnold
Jane Ashley
At Home Veterinary Care
Martin E. and Lois M. Auer
Bruce R. Bachmann
Charles and Madelon Baker
Edward D. and Patricia L. Baker
Lynne Baker
Jay Bangs
Brian K. and Elizabeth A. Barnes
Brenda Batten
Paul H. Bautzmann
Jeffrey J. and Jan Beardsley
Craig L. and Elizabeth A. Beecher
Robert J., Jr. and Lori E. Beggs
Mary Behan
William R. and Cindy Behling
Melissa J. Behr
James W. and Lois A. Belekevich
Peter J. and Lorna E. Belsky
Niel G. and Kathryn E. Bender
Patricia F. Bennett
Benjamin A. Benson
William F. and Laura Bird
Jean E. Bjorenson
Steven C. and Marcia S. Blaylock
Jason A. Bleedorn
Blue Dog Stone Works

Matt and Adele Bodden
Allan G. and Margaret R. Bogue
M. Lynn Bonneau
Jerome Booth and Jayne M. Seibel
Dennis L. Borski
Barbara E. Brandel
Dennis V. Breitkreutz
Bristol Veterinary Service
Lorilee A. Brooks
Melody C. Brown
Diane L. Brunner
Stan K. and Nancy J. Buenzow
Thomas J. Buetow
Ellen M. Buggy
Steven J. and Thea R. Buholzer
Steven P. and Carolyn Burry
Shirlee A. Calvert
Susan M. Camp
Campbell Supply Company
Robert A. and Kim Campbell
Patrick L. and Stacey J. Carney
Cedarburg Veterinary Clinic SC
James E. and Linda L. Chadwick
James M. Champagne and Donna 

Spangler
Jill Chavin
Jim and Nancy C. Cheski
Mary J. Chmielewski
Elray and Colleen L. Christenson
Mark A. Christenson
Linda K. Christian-Smith
Yuan-Tung and Alice S. C. Chu
Frank J. and Christine S. Church
David A. and Karen B. Cigan
Genevieve C. Ciha
Ann S. Cleary
Barbara J. Cnare
Annette H. Cochrane
D. John and Mindy E. Coke
Michael T. Collins
Barbara A. Constans
Nigel B. and Lynn Cook
Terry L. and Becky W. Cook
Ivy A. Corfis
Country Pet Clinic LLC
Louis Couture
Robert B. and Virginia V. Covalt
Ruth A. Crennell
Sarah L. Crittenden
William J. Crowley
Charles J. and Kathryn M. Czuprynski
Bruce C. Davidson
Anne O. Day
Dazzling Paws Jewelry LLC
David L. and Lynn M. Debroux
John R. and Sandra J. Decker
Roland S. and Bonnie L. Denko
Frederick A. and Paula Dick
Steven P. Dickerson and Kenzie A. 

Cameron
Joyce T. Dobbert
Charles A. and Mary A. Doll
Judith E. Donmoyer
Linda S. Drake
Hans Dramm and Sarah Keller
Carolee Drewieck
Doris B. and Richard R. Dubielzig
Richard E. Dubielzig

Sincere Thanks

“I want to sincerely 
praise all of the medical 
staff. They were friendly, 
understanding, compas-
sionate, and made me 
and my dog feel at ease.”
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Louise R. Dumke
Michael J. and Kathy M. Dwyer
Dianne Dziengel
Constance F. and Paul R. Eberly
Patricia M. Eckert
Victor and Joyce L. Eggleston
Janet L. Ehn
Karen Ehnert
Marie L. Eichinger
Robert L. Elliott
Darla J. Ellison
Ervin A., III and Stephanie S. Emery
David B. Enright
Gregory O. and Janice L. Erceg
Christine G. Erdman
Patricia A. Ernest
Mary A. Eschweiler
Allen and Patricia Evans
Charles H. and Susan M. Fafard
Cornelia E. Farnum
Greg and Laura J. Felzer
Constance Ferentz
Steven C. and Christina Feurer
Marian M. Fiasca
Carrol J. Fibich
Linda S. Fibich
Vincent Fidanza
Jeff L. Filter
Leon Flagg
Kim Frankovich
Shelley Fredson
D. Ward and Judith Fuller
Dawn M. Fundell
Robert B. and Janine A. Gage
Mike and Tammy Gallagher
Nicholas N. and Dorothy D. Gandolph
Karen N. Ganser
Robert C. and Linda M. Gapko
Donna J. Garske
Lynn M. Gavelek
Ernest Gdisis
Kristi Gee
Barbara B. Gehl
Kathy Gehl
Brandi Gesell
Charles W. and Sandra Giesen
Michael H. and Sara K. Gilman
Lara L. Gingerich
Jerry J. and Karen L. Gipp
Ottilie Glazier
Scott and Deborah M. Golan
Stanley Goldfarb
Thaddeus G. and Kathleen A. Golos
Lorna M. Goshman
Grail Research LLC
Catherine W. Greer
Richard K. Griem
Kenneth A. and Dona Griesemer
Warren K. and Deborah S. Griffith
Tom and Susan W. Grisamore
Nancy Gusack
Heather Gustafson
Sam A. and Michele J. Hagopian
Barbara A. Hahn
Kay M. Hahn
Kathy M. Halgren
Greg and Laurie L. Hallock
Richard B. Hammerstrom and Marina N. 

Haan

Mary Hanrahan
Raymond C. and Sharon C. Hansen
Faith Harders
Victoria L. Harper
Jane Harries
Doris Harrison
William A. and Barbara M. Hartlmeier
Beverly S. Hassel
Kerry Hawley
Daniel J. and Mary E. Hayenga
Gerald R. and Nancy T. Hazard
David and Judith M. Hecker
Marie S. Hegner
Michelle M. and Steven A. Heindel
James E. and Linda K. Heineke
Patricia E. Heisler
Jeffery S. and Gay Held
Terry E. and Gwen M. Henricksen
Evelyn A. Hepner
Andrew A. and Rachel N. Herbst
Ronald M. and Susan F. Hibben
Lysbeth Hintz
David Hirsch
Richard E. and Celia M. Hiteman
Carole Hoefs
James L. Hoehn and Nancy J. Goldberg
Cheryl L. Hoffer
Susan M. Holt
Stephen J. Holtman
John R. Holtz
Connie Hornburg
Joseph E. and Kathy J. Houzner
Ann L. Howell
David A. and Magdalene T. Hoyt
Daniel P. Huegel
Dolores Hurlburt
Patricia J. and Gregory J. Iaccarino
Gregory T. and Jacqueline Jackson
William N. Jacobsen
Judy Jaeschke
Sharon L. James
Jean Jamieson
Paul Jaworski
Laura L. Jensen
Amy Johnson
Andrew J. and Martha J. Johnson
Barbara L. Johnson
Imogene Johnson
Scott L. Johnson

Terrance W. Johnson
Thomas R. and Mary N. J. Johnson
Wes and Heather R. Johnson
Jenna G. Jones
Sharon L. Jones
Judy H. and Gary L. Jorgensen
Karen R. Kane
Sally J. Kasik
Andrew M. and Michele M. Kaufman
Judith M. Kavanaugh
Christopher Keefe
Rita A. and David J. Kelliher
Charles M. and Susan M. Kernats
Kenneth D. and Karen J. Kersten
Judith A. Ketten
Donna S. Kieler
Elizabeth A. Kihm
David Klemish and Sherry Palmer
Carl J. and Janet K. Klemm
David G. and Vickie B. Klick
Michael A. Kling and Megan M. 

Cullen-Kling
Robert J. and Karen Klostermann
Frederick Knoch, III
Barbara J. Knutson
Richard H. and Patricia M. Kocher
Deborah T. Kochevar
Michael J. and Margaret A. Kolbe
David L. Kolitz
John R. Konrad
Carol J. Konshak
Ann L. Koski
Rosella P. Kozenski
Rosella P. Kozenskie
Sarah F. Kraak-Ripple
Matt and Heidi K. Kramer
Jeffrey A. and Natalie J. Krause
Christine A. Kress
Kleo B. Kritz and Thomas H. Hurst
Shirley A. Kroening
Linda S. and James T. Krohelski
Mary L. Kroll
Kathy J. Krook
Raymond R. and Barbara L. Krueger
Beth M. Kubly
Jean A. Kuehn
Jill Kuehn
Pamela L. LaValliere
Allen J. and Nancy D. Labecki
Patricia H. Ladew Foundation Inc.
Edward J. Lakner
Patrick J. Lally
Douglas and Darlene Landmann
Bethann T. Lane
Ann N. Lanphear
Nancy L. and John E. Larson
Ruth Leichtnam
Thomas M. and Elizabeth J. Leonard
Kent H. and Mary Z. Libby
James and Amy Lichtenberg
Edwin N., Jr. and Lila S. Lightfoot
Helen L. Limberg
William J. and Sue Linder
Todd K. and Deborah M. Lindstrand
Mark E. Linzer
Allan K. and Laureen R. Liu
Robert F. and Jennifer L. Lloyd
Pamela E. Lorenzen
Paul W. Luebke
Joann C. Luedke
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Continued from page 11Research Wishlist
To keep the UW School of Veteri-
nary Medicine (SVM) on the cutting 
edge of research, we must keep our 
equipment on the cutting edge of 
technology. With a few improve-
ments to the equipment in our 
research labs, we could enhance our 
ability to find new solutions to animal 
and human health problems.
	 If you would like to make a 
difference, a gift towards any of the 
following equipment needs would 
make a huge impact in allowing our 
research to move forward.

—Dale Bjorling, Associate Dean for 
Research and Graduate Training

Additional giving opportuni-
ties in support of research can be 
found at www.vetmed.wisc.edu/
research-wishlist

Laser Capture Microdissection 
$150,000
Understanding disease often 
requires knowledge of normal and 
pathological gene expression. This 
state-of-the-art system will allow 
us to make measurements of gene 
expression in single cells throughout 
the body. With this capacity, we will 
be able to advance our understand-
ing of disease processes and possible 
cures for cancer, respiratory disease 
(e.g., asthma, emphysema, and sleep 
apnea), disorders of the nervous sys-
tem (e.g., MS, ALS, and spinal cord 
injury), muscle disease (e.g., muscular 
dystrophy, muscle wasting), and dis-
eases of the reproductive system. The 
research programs of many investiga-
tors in the SVM will benefit from the 
availability of this instrument.

MiSeq Benchtop Sequencer 
$125,000
The MiSeq benchtop sequencer is 
a next-generation technology that 
integrates amplification, RNA and 
DNA sequencing, and data analysis. 
This equipment significantly improves 
the speed and accuracy of identi-
fying the presence and activity of 
specific genes. The MiSeq sequencer 
has wide application for numerous 
investigators in the SVM for whom 
genetic analysis is a critical compo-
nent of research. Availability of this 
equipment would improve efficiency 
and accuracy of research, as well 
as decrease costs associated with 
performing this research.

“We were made to feel 
like we were the only 
patient they had to take 
care of all day.”

Personal Touch

12
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Mary E. Luethmers
Matvey Lukashev
Valerie E. Lukaszewicz
Mariel A. Lund
Karen K. Lundquist
Robert J. and Wendy W. Lutz
Katharine C. Lyall
Kimberly M. Maahs
Larry D. and Barbara Mahr
Lynn M. Maki
Frances J. Malloy
Paul A. Manley and Sheila M. McGuirk
John R. and Coleen E. Marshall
Dick and Stephanie F. Martin
Kaye Martin
Linda H. Matusewic
Robert T. McArthur
John R. McClellan
Brenda B. McDowell
Dennis P. McFarland
Jerry McGinnis
Michael J. McGreevy
Terrence J. and Christine M. McKee
Molly A. H. and Scott G. McKinley
Daniel and Debby McNamara
Miles P. Melnikov and Lynn E. Konkel
Robert B. and Sandee Merrick
Joseph and Audrey F. Metro
K. Jeanne Metzig
Joe D. Meyers
Charles B. and Patricia A. Mier
Military Ridge Veterinary Service
Gale A. Miller
Mary N. Miller
Mike and Kathryn M. Million
Karyn Minder
Michael L. Miodonski
Gordon B. Misner and Deborah Prior
Terry Mitman
Paul E. Mleziva
Harry W. and Gail W. Momont
Carla E. S. and John S. Moore
Cecil P. Moore
John P. and Tashia F. Morgridge
Nick and Suzan L. Morikis
Jeffrey and Elvina Moyer
Jane E. Mrozek
Jenna Murack
John P. and Catherine M. Murphy
Judy L. Murphy
Hyla S. Napadensky
Carl R. and Sherrill A. Neess
Patricia A. Nell
Christopher and Susan Nelsen
John D. and Patricia W. Nelson
Colin J. and Crystal A. Nemeth
Carol M. Nimlos
Dale A. Nordeen
Kenneth V. and Jean Nordlund
Alexis Norelle
Barbara J. Norene
Nancy P. Norgord
Northwoods Animal Hospital
Gregory A. and Gail M. Norusis
Robert L. Nourse and De-Ann M. Pillers
Kevin and Jill O’Connell
Susan R. O’Konski
Christine Olsen
Christopher W. Olsen and Claudia E. 

Meyers

Bette H. Olson
Sarah L. Orr
Sharon B. Ostach
Andrew J. Otting and Laura Hohnhold
Karen E. Otto
K. Pampel Mobile Ultrasound
Xuan Pan
Robert L. and Lee A. Pansch
Raymond E. Parker
Randy S. and Joanne M. Parlee
Howard E. and Peggy K. Pattis
Thomas A. and Patricia D. Paulson
Paws of CT INC
Brad L. and Susan T. Pearson
Jeff M. and Marlene M. Pechura
David H. and Suzanne J. Peck

Dennis M. and Lori P. Peck
Paul S. and Catherine B. Peercy
Deborah A. Pennington
Henri B. and Patricia Pensis
Sharon Peot
Shirley M. and Gary L. Peper
Harold and Ann Perkins
John J. and Susan A. Petersen
Heidi J. and Scott Pethan
Troy M. and Jann E. Pfaff
David D. Phillips
Peter J. and Kathleen A. Piaskoski
Mary A. Pierson
Dennis Piluri
Luis A. Piñero
Marie E. Pinkerton

Fred A. and Karen R. Pinn
Ronald, Jr. and Sarah Plebanek
Michele Plewa
Bernard Pochron
Randy P. Pohl
Michael J. and Jayne M. Polelle
Jay M. Poster
Katherine A. Poutsch
Brian D. Powers
William H. and Joan Puttkamer
Richard H. and Barbara A. Quaas
Queen Creek Veterinary Clinic
Jerry A. and Mary J. Quilling
Donald L. Rahn and Rosalind A. 

Carlyon-Rahn

$25,000–99,999
Terrence P. Clark DVM ’87

$10,000–24,999
Judith P. Vinson MS ’87

$1,000–4,999
Gregg P. Adams MS ’87, PhD ’91
Gerald E. PhD ’71 and Sharon K. Bisgard
Linda Bunkfeldt-Popp MS ’79
Daryl D. MS ’74, PhD ’75 and Sharon 

G. Buss
Claire A. Cornelius DVM ’00
Lisa Davenport DVM ’94
Peter D. MS ’94, PhD ’97 and Karen L. 

Hanson
Susan J. Hyland MS ’73, PhD ’78 and 

Rudolf Dueland
Kathy Reilly DVM ’90
Karl D. Solverson DVM ’99 and Natalie 

Walleser Solverson
Linda J. Sullivan DVM ’87

$500–999
Robert J. Callan PhD ’96
Bernard C. MS ’58, PhD ’61 and Char-

lene L. Easterday
Patrick S. MS ’83, DVM ’87 and Anne 

M. Farrell
Jerome M. DVM ’89 and Deann M. 

Gaska
Joel C. Koenig DVM ’88
Gayle S. Leith MS ’85, DVM ’88
Steve L. Peterson DVM ’88
Robert R. DVM ’90 and Julie A. Poetzel

Ellen Richardson DVM ’92
Andrew J. Runte DVM ’98
Jean E. Sander DVM ’87
Edward W. Tritt DVM ’90
Scott A. Wiley DVM ’92

$100–499
Anton M. Allen PhD ’61
Natalie Antinoff DVM ’92
Claudia Barreto PhD ’94
Tracy A. Bartz DVM ’92
Patricia A. Bauman DVM ’87
Kristen A. Bernard MS ’92, PhD ’95
Eva C. Beyer DVM ’01
Kristine M. Bisgard DVM ’90
Thomas J. and Kari M. Buechel DVM ’96
William R. Cooper and Lisa A. Borzynski 

DVM ’93
Kristin M. Crass BA ’96, DVM ’98
Steven G. DeLonay DVM ’89
Carolyn M. Deegan DVM ’87
Robert J. Eckroade PhD ’72
Kristin J. Ellingsen DVM ’88
Steven L. Erickson DVM ’87
Kristen R. Friedrichs DVM ’91
Peter J. Gaveras DVM ’87 and Debra 

DiCola-Gaveras
Sarah Gertmenian DVM ’02
Hannelore Geyer DVM ’98
Geralyn M. Grieshaber DVM ’00
Rose C. Grimm DVM ’04
Olivia D. Harris DVM ’98
Mark A. Hein DVM ’87
Amy R. Horn-Delzer DVM ’89
Herbert E. Hoss MS ’73

Peter G. Janssen MS ’88, DVM ’88
A. Neill Johnson PhD ’77
Siri R. Kavanaugh DVM ’92
Barry B. Kleppe DVM ’91
Narayana R. Kosuri PhD ’69
Donna B. Krochak DVM ’91
Heidi L. Leder DVM ’06
Lisa A. Lindesmith DVM ’88
Kyle G. DVM ’88 and Barbara J. D. 

Mathews
Carol J. McLaughlin DVM ’92
Robert M. Nakamura MS ’66
Kristin M. Nelson DVM ’96
Laura L. Patterson DVM ’99
Kelly G. Peters DVM ’89
James A. Polikowski DVM ’96 and Ruth-

anne Chun DVM ’91
Jessica L. Powell DVM ’01
Peter L. DVM ’89 and Jessie M. Rayne
Barbara A. Rossi DVM ’88
Scott D. Ruetten DVM ’89 and Edith G. 

Brandt DVM ’88
Jennifer A. DVM ’06 and Robert A. Siuty
Kendyle M. DVM ’88 and John A. Smith
Scott A. Spaulding DVM ’91
Timothy J. Stein PhD ’07
Rebecca L. Stepien DVM ’87
Helen M. Szalajka DVM ’97
Jennifer R. Teigen DVM ’92
Nicholas C. Tomaro DVM ’01
Kimberly H. Vogel DVM ’94
Alvin F. Weber PhD ’49
Gary W. DVM ’97 and Amy S. Wiegel 

DVM ’97

Special Thanks to Alumni Donors
Our alumni donors form a special group of individuals. They have seen 
both the excellence and the potential of the UW School of Veterinary 
Medicine first hand, and even after they graduate, the school holds a 
special place for them. Whether they work in private practice or aca-
demics, stay in Wisconsin or travel far abroad, or even return right here 
to their alma mater, we appreciate that our alumni remember where 
they came from.
	 We would like to thank our alumni who have donated $100 or more 
between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013 to help improve their school, 
whether for the benefit of animal health or students or simply to main-
tain the excellence of their school.

Furby





 (
Shannon








 R

adford






)

continued on next page



Douglas A. Raihle and Diana C. 
Ballew-Raihle

Laura J. Ramirez
Tom Ransick
Michael and Patricia A. Rasmussen
John L. and Mary L. Rath
Roger H. and Nancy H. Rathke
Gordon A. and Mrs. Gordon A. Raymond
Kenneth W. and Susan A. Reagles
Diane Rector
Larry Reeve
Kevin Reichman
Michael K. and Emily B. Repperger
Kathleen A. Retzki
Amy S. Reynolds
David A. and Joy E. Rhoda
David R. Richards
Richard M. and Connie M. Rieder
Kathleen T. Riley
Robert Ringdahl
Sarah Ritter
Elliott C. Robbins
Cameron F. and Carlene A. Roberts
Allan D. and Carleen P. Robertson
Linda B. Robin
Jennifer L. Rochedieu
Rockwell Automation
Roger J. Rominske
R. Timothy and Susan Rooney
Susan F. and James M. Roraff
Jerry K. and Frances E. Rosenau
Deborah K. Ross
Marilyn C. Roth
Charles A. and Elizabeth A. Ruby
Melanie K. Rummel
Leslie S. Rusek
Mary A. Russell
Mary F. Ryan
Mary J. Ryan
Erna E. Schatzman
David Schechterman
Peter and Barbara J. Schenck
Carole F. Schiller
Emily Schleinz
Michael P. and Lynn Schmidt
Ben T. Schoepski
Steven M. Scholze
Julie K. Schreckengast
Gail L. Schroeder
Kay B. Schroeder
Michael A. and Trina S. Schuler
V. Jean Schusler
Bob and Janet A. Schuster
La V. L. Schwengel
Eleanor M. Seaman
Russell and Judith Sesto
Donald T. Settergren
Seven Oaks Farm LLC
Diana K. Shadel
Thomas R. Shane
Shelter from the Storm Inc.
John F. Sheski and Cathy Donaldson
Frank and Patricia Shimkus
Judy Shonborn
Shorewood Hills Comm League
Judith A. and Rudolph Shunta
James F. and Kathleen A. Shurts
Marianne Siess

Tammie Sikes
Julie R. Sinclair
Dennis L. and Joan C. Singstock
Nancy A. Sivyer
Larry G. Skaar
Steven F. and Carol C. Skolaski
John G. Slater
Jennifer A. and Andrew J. Smieja
Craig A. Smith
Julia F. Smith
Lizabeth A. Smith
Mowry Smith, III
Cheryl Smokovich
Society of Phi Zeta
Karen P. Sommer
John A. and Carol J. Speaker
Cathy J. and Paul W. Spiegel
Jayne Z. Spittler
James A. and Janice M. Spredemann
Paul W. and Janice T. Springborn
Jayne M. Squirrell
Sandra E. Stark
William and Judith H. Stathas
Howard J. Steinberg and Barbara 

Andrews
Jennifer M. Steiner
Gerald L. and Georgia A. Stellmacher
Lynne K. Stevens
Palmer G. Steward and Karen L. Beetham
Annette E. Stock
Lois Stritt
Jean M. Suchomel
John P. and Laura L. Svaren
Tom and Katie Sweeney
Jo E. M. Sweet
Karen F. Szatalowicz
Karin S. Taylor
Diane L. Thieme
Donna D. and Eugene D. Thomas
Michael L. and Mrs. Michael L. Thompson
Ritchie A. and Cindy E. Thorne
Douglas J. and Susie Thorp

Lee M. and Kristi V. Thorson
Linda J. Tigert
Mary B. Tirrell
Russell H. and Karen K. Tomar
Calvin F. and Joan L. Traver
Kathleen A. and Timothy P. Travers
Dan Tremble
Jeffrey J. Trendel
Lauren A. Trepanier
David R. and Gail F. Turner
Michael J. Turner
David B. and Jeanine Urben
David M. Vail
Maureen E. and John A. VanDinter
Kenneth VanTill
Charles D. and Susan J. Varco
Ronald J. Vavrik and Nancy Lorenz
Sandra I. and Ronald J. Veillette
Lee F. Vermilyea
Courtney Verschuren
Christine Vertucci
VetCor Professional Practices
NE WI Veterinary Medical Assn
Penn R. and Katherine H. Vieau
Michael C. and Judith A. Vivion
Charles G. and Kathleen A. Vogel
Eric G. and Dawn M. Vogel
Frank L. Wagenaar
Donald J. and Janice M. Waldvogel
Dan and Patricia A. Walrath
David A. and Marjorie Walsh
Kevin Wangerin
Daniel and Susan Warmack
Nancy B. Watkins
Jerome C. Wegner
Katherine J. Wegner
Marc S. and Leslie A. Weinberger
Marvin A. and Bernadine G. Wemken
David R. Wenninger and Gale W. Fisher
Leonard W. and Paula K. Werner
Jacqueline C. and Thomas W. White
James C. and Jacqueline M. White
Wendi White
Frank C. Wichlac
George and Helen Wilding
Patricia M. Windau and John G. Knaak
William F. Wingren
Janet Wintersberger
Joseph M. and Debra A. Wisniewski
Larry N. Wolfe
Jeffrey R. Wolfgram
Marilyn J. Workman
Madeline J. Wright
Timothy P. and Laureen Y. Yoshino
Michael A. Yost and Elizabeth M. Schuldt
Karen M. Young
Carolyn J. Zahn-Waxler and Morris Waxler
Lisa M. Ziaya-Livsey
Jerrold R. and Alice M. Zich
Valerie H. Zimdars
Richard A. Zimmer
Mary L. Zimmermann
Marcia J. Zingg
William J. and Paula M. Zirbes
Arthur J. Zoellner
Betty F. Zupke
Peggy A. Zweber
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Research Wishlist, cont.
Confocal Laser Microscope 
$250,000
Understanding disease requires 
knowledge of normal and patho-
logical function in cells. This 
state-of-the-art microscope will 
allow us to visualize normal and 
diseased cells throughout the body. 
The three-color laser system brings a 
clarity to images that is not possible 
with a standard microscope. The mi-
croscope also enables us to visualize 
proteins and receptors within cells 
and determine whether they change 
during disease processes. With this 
capacity, we will be able to advance 
our understanding of respiratory 
diseases; diseases associated with 
inflammation; and disorders of the 
nervous system, the musculoskeletal 
system, and the reproductive system. 
The research programs of many inves-
tigators in the SVM will benefit from 
the availability of this instrument.

Oxygen Exposure System $80,000
The SVM group studying respiratory 
neurobiology is unparalleled in the 
world and is making discoveries that 
will alter the treatment of devastat-
ing disorders of the neuromuscular 
system. For example, based on basic 
science research, we recently made 
a highly novel and exciting discov-
ery that repetitive exposure to low 
oxygen is highly effective in improv-
ing motor function (walking and 
breathing) in animals and humans 
with spinal cord injuries. We wish to 
extend our basic science findings by 
continuing with pre-clinical trials in 
patients within the SVM clinic (dogs 
with spinal injury) to parallel similar 
efforts in human patients (a study we 
are doing in collaboration with the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago). 
To perform such trials in dogs with 
clinical spinal injury, a sophisticated 
system is necessary to explore the 
best exposure protocol. Such equip-
ment is very difficult to secure via 
extramural funding, and independent 
fundraising is necessary to assure 
that these important and highly novel 
efforts in clinical and translational 
research continue.

Worth The Trip

“Even though it was a 
1,000 mile drive, I would 
make the trip again to 
get the care we received.”

B
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Cumulative Donors $10,000+
$1,000,000+
Robert F. and Debra Cervenka
Covance Laboratories North America
Frank and Evelyn K. Fryer
Oliver J. Ginther
Christine F. Meyer
Martha E. Pavcek
Oscar Rennebohm Foundation Inc.
Barbara A. Suran
Morrie and Tracey Waud
Wisconsin Alumni Research Fdtn

$500,000–999,999
Equiservices
Margaret D. Fix
Harvestime Farms Inc.
Merial Ltd.
Moritz Foundation
Pfizer Inc.
Rabies Challenge Fund Charitable Trust
VetCor Professional Practices
Zoetis

$100,000–499,999
Allan P. and Shirley M. Abell
Dr Miriam & Sheldon G. Adelson Med 

Rsch Fdtn
AgSource Cooperative Services
Aquila Biopharmaceuticals Inc.
Marjorie Siebert Aylen Fdtn Inc.
James G. Berbee and Karen A. Walsh
Jean-Pierre and Nancy Boespflug
Carrington Laboratories Inc.
Shawn M. Cavanaugh
Mary L. M. Comstock
Timothy J. and Anne M. Connor
Kathryn N. Doane
Dog Jog Companion Animal Club
Duffield Family Foundation
John P. and H. Margo Edl
Fort Dodge Animal Health
Melita F. Grunow
Arlene E. Hartman
Hemopet
Heska Corporation
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Immuno Dynamics Inc.
ImmunoStar
Inviragen
Susan J. Ipsen
Judith Jackman
Carolyn A. Kenney-Carter

Erick J. Laine
Robert G. and Nanette O. Lamphere
Bohdan W. Lucky and Ellen C. 

Butterworth
Maddies Spirit
William J. and Shirley A. Maeck
Elaine D. Marshall
Paul E. McElwee and Gayle G. Rosemann
James E. and Jean Mohrhauser
Monsanto Company
Morinda Agriculture
Mary A. Morse
Jeffry A. and Hidee L. Neuenschwander
NutraSweet Company
Oratec Interventions Inc.
OSOD LLC
OsteoGenix Inc.
Terrance D. and Judith A. Paul
Theodore S. Plautz
Mary E. Poirier
JB & MK Pritzker Family Foundation
Puelicher Foundation Inc.
J. E. Salsbury Foundation
John G. and Doris J. Salsbury
Eric P. Sandgren
SCAVMA
Linda A. Schuler
Gary F. and Camille E. Seamans
Terry K. and Sandra K. Shockley
Skeletal Kinetics
Smith and Nephew Inc.
VCA Antech Inc.
Stuart Webb
WI Veterinary Medical Assn
Ray B. Zemon
Zinpro Corporation

$25,000–99,999
Steven L. and Karen L. Allenstein
Alliance Pharmaceutical Corp.
Alta Genetics USA Inc.
American Society of Vet Clinical 

Pathology
Appanasha Clinics SC
Badgerland Financial
Bayer - Agriculture Division
Bayer Corporation
Blackwell Science LTD
Robert G. and Joellen F. Blount
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica Inc.
Mark E. and Cheryl A. Brickman
Daryl D. MS ’74, PhD ’75 and Sharon G. 

Buss
Edward J. Campbell

Hannah V. Carey
CIBA-GEIGY Limited
Terrence P. DVM ’87 and Irina Clark
Companion Animal Club
CuraGen Corporation
Russell A. Cutting and Rene E. Randall
Datex Ohmeda Inc.
Dean Foods Foundation
Elizabeth Elser Doolittle Charitable Trust
C. Thomas and Suzanne Dow
Arthur E. and Betty M. Duebner
Rudolf Dueland and Susan J. Hyland MS 

’73, PhD ’78
Bernard C. MS ’58, PhD ’61 and Charlene 

L. Easterday
Eastern Artificial Insemntn
Ecolab Inc.
Endorex Corporation
Andrew J. and Linda D. Erdman
Farm Credit Services Of NE WI
Robert B., Jr. and Mary R. Fick
Nicole Finitzo
Fort Dodge Laboratories
Jorge O. and Sofija Galante
David J. Ganfield
Robert F. and Suzanne S. Geller
Genex Cooperative Inc.
William R. and Cindy Gengler
Mary E. Gerloff
Matthew R. Ginther and Kelly J. 

Connor-Ginther
William J. and Patricia J. Goodger
Jonathan V. Goodman
Great Midwest Alpaca Festival
Hartford Animal Clinic Inc.
Patricia L. Hayes
William G. Hein
Evan and Marion Helfaer Fdtn
Harvey A. and Patricia G. Hetland
Earl K. Holz
Iams Company
Darian M. and Jamie H. Ibrahim
IDEXX Laboratories Inc.
International Vaccine Institute
Intervet Inc.
Inviragen (Singapore) Pte Ltd.
Jaqua Foundation
Stephen M. Johnson and Dianne M. 

Byerly
Ronald C. Katz
Kaukauna Veterinary Clinic
Jack F. Kellner
Mark and Michele Kellner
Patrick G. and Nancy B. Kennedy

King Abdulaziz City For Science & 
Technology

Kohler Foundation Inc.
John H., Jr. and Kennetha L. Krehbiel
Kuenzi Family Pet Hospital
Dennis J. and Sandra J. Kuester
Don D. and Helen S. Kynaston
Kyoritsu Seiyaku Corporation
Lakeside Animal Hospital
Steven S. Lindsay Memorial Fund
Jacqueline W. Lindsay
Martha M. Lound
Jack R. and Darryl J. Luebeck
Mark D. Markel and Lisa A. Steinkamp
Marshall & Ilsley Fdtn Inc.
Jacqueline Marshall
Merck & Company Inc.
The Merck Company Foundation
Merial Intervet
Eugene L. Meyer
Miles Inc.
MillerCoors
Bruce and Rebecca J. Milne
Jean C. Mooring
The Myelin Project
Jeffrey C. Neal and Susan J. Cellmer
Nestle Purina Petcare Co.
Nestle
Novartis Animal Health US Inc.
David Nowicki
Julie Nowicki
William J. and Winifred J. O’Rourke
Mathilda V. Oaks
Carl Olson, Jr.
Oregon Veterinary Clinic
Park Pet Hospital
Frank J. and Jill G. Pelisek
Pepsi-Cola Sales & Dist Inc.
The PEW Charitable Trusts
Marilyn M. Potter
Kenneth D. Powell
Mary K. Pritzker
Promega Corporation
Prostate Cancer Foundation
John A. Puelicher
Q. Therapeutics Inc.
Rancho Amorio
Barbara C. Rettgen
Richard K. and Bonita L. Riederer
Augusta D. Roddis
Daniel Roh and Carla C. Allenstein
Andrew J. Rolfe
Sandoz Ag
SARcode Corporation
Walter Schroeder Foundation
Ellen J. Schwendeman
David D. and Gail L. Seavert
Shorewood Animal Hospital
Ellamae Siebert Foundation
Solvay Animal Health Inc.
SONAC USA
Timothy J. and Nancy L. Speaker
Split Rail Foundation Inc.
Stryker Endoscopy
Thomas L. and Ann Taylor
Thiensville-Mequon Small Animal Clinic
Barbara A. Tooman
Charles D. Turgrimson
David V., Sr. and Margery H. Uihlein

Special Thanks to Cumulative Donors
Every gift to support the UW School of Veterinary Medicine is always 
appreciated. The school is especially grateful to those donors who have 
shown a high level of support, whether they have done so through many 
gifts or pledges over the years or through a larger donation.
	 Consistent support at this level provides the margin of excellence in 
our teaching, research, and service and also serves to show others that our 
cause is a worthy one.
	 We gratefully acknowledge the cumulative contributions that the fol-
lowing donors have made toward our overall excellence as well as specific 
endeavors from 1982 to the present, including gifts and pledges.
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University League Inc.
Lois M. Vankerkhoven
Vilas Henry Park Zoological Society Inc.
Judith P. Vinson MS ’87
Vita Plus Corporation
Waukesha Kennel Club
Lucile Weinress
Patricia Weisberg
Jeffrey D. and Sara R. F. Wiesner
Wisconsin Rural Opportunities Fdtn Inc.
World Dairy Expo Inc.
Wright Veterinary Service
Charles H. and Sandra V. Yanke

$10,000–24,999
Accelerated Genetics
All Pets Veterinary Clinic
Leland C. Allenstein
Richard D. Alsaker
Abdulaziz M. Al-Swailem
Alta Genetics USA Inc.
Enrique DVM ’96 and Suzanne Alvarez 

DVM ’96
American Bouvier Rescue League
American Physiological Society
American Veterinary Medical Foundation
Susan J. Anderson
Animal Hospital of Ashwaubenon
Barbara Atwood
Badger Kennel Club
Badgerland Financial
Terry A. Barker
Norman Bassett Foundation
Bauernheim Llamas
John D. Baumann
Bayer Corporation
Stephen and Elizabeth Bechtel Jr Fdtn
Mary Behan
Ann M. Berres-Olivotti
Alvin & Marion Birnschein Fdtn
Gerald E. PhD ’71 and Sharon K. Bisgard
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Kelly Bryson
Kenyon Bryson
Jane Bunn
Burlington Wisconsin Kennel Club
Bruce R. and Kathleen Buss
Jackelen A. N. Callahan
Frank Cannella
Jac G. and Cynthia G. Caplin
Thomas L. and Martha L. Carter
CHR Hansen Inc.
Bruce M. and Linda A. Christensen
Clear View Veterinary Solutions LLC
Lois E. Clementi
The Coburn Company Inc.
Country Veterinary Service
Country View Animal Hospital
Howard E. Cox, Jr.
John W. Currier
Cutco Foundation Inc.
Dane County Humane Society
DeLaval Inc.
Deer-Grove Veterinary Clinics LLC
Disney Worldwide Services Inc.
Dodgeville Veterinary Service
Dubuque Kennel Club
Eastern States Veterinary Association Inc.

Elkhorn Veterinary Clinic
Elser Enterprises Inc.
Elsevier Science B. V.
Embrex Inc.
Equity Coop Livestock Sales
Evjue Foundation Inc.
Patrick S. MS ’83, DVM ’87 and Anne M. 

Farrell
First Citizens State Bank
Fond du Lac County Kennel Club
Peter S. Foote
Steve Frantz
John J. Frautschi
Leslie B. Frisinger
GHEN Corporation
Giddings & Lewis Foundation
Emil and Josette Glasberg
Sanjiv Goel
Graunke Family Foundation
Greer Laboratories Inc.
Daniel A. and Kimberly A. Grimm
Janice M. Happe
Virginia H. Harrington
Lisa A. Hebert
Charles K. and Patricia A. Henrikson
Herrild and Herrild SC
Patricia W. Hewitt
Hillside Animal Hospital
Hinueber Veterinarian Service
W. D. Hoard and Sons Company
Home At Last Animal Sanctuary
Tara G. Icke
Idexx Corporation
Immunex Corporation
Jackson Pet Hospital
Jefferson Veterinary Clinic SC
Dub Jiles
Pamela M. Johnson
Samuel C. and Imogene Johnson
Gary L. and Judy H. Jorgensen
Ewing Marion Kauffman Fdtn

Kettle Moraine Kennel Club
Donald F. and Carol J. Kress
Melvyn A. and Carol A. Kronn
John E. and Valeta R. Kuenzi
Kunming Institute Of Zoology
L. & L. Sales &. Service Inc.
Michele M. LaFond MS ’85, DVM ’89
Jean H. LaMack
Laboratoire M2 Inc.
Layton Animal Hospital
The Little Animal Hospital
A. Brian Little
Clara Locher
Madison Cat Clinic Inc.
Susan K. C. Magee
Mary A. Mahoney
William E. McGuirk, Jr.
Susan M. Melby
Midwest Veterinary Supply Inc.
Paul E. Miller
MiraBella Technologies LLC
Mark & Bette Morris Family Fdtn
Mark L. Morris, Jr. MS ’62, PhD ’63
Muller Veterinary Hospital
Clara Freshour Nelson Foundation
Pat A. Nelson
Neumeister Animal Hospital
New Berlin Animal Hospital Ltd.
Norden Labs Incorporated
Northside Animal Hospital
Susan R. O’Konski
Odyssey Veterinary Care
Marilyn A. Olsen
Omro Animal Hospital
Ophthalmanagement Co.
Organ Recovery Systems
Ottawa Hospital
Pahle Small Animal Clinic
Perryville Pet Hospital
Mary S. Pfister
Pharmacia Corporation

Pharmase Inc.
Richard G. Placey and Carol E. Swanson
The PMD Foundation
Prairie Animal Hospital-Beloit
Marcia A. Pulich
Andrew L. and Janet R. Raddatz
Ralston Purina Company
Jan and Judith O. H. Rapacz
Rhone Merieux Inc.
Thomas J. and Jane A. Richter
James W. and Donna J. Rieser
Roche Vitamins Inc-New Jersey
Rock Valley Veterinary Medical 

Association
Volga A. I. Rojas
Rural Security Life Insurance
Sanofi Pasteur S. A.
Randy Schueller
Ronald D. and Carolyn D. Schultz
Harlan and Anna A. Seaver
Mary Shea
Jay L. and Patricia H. Smith
Nancy I. Smith
Gary A. Splitter
Soc for Rsch on Umami Taste
Standard Diagnostics Inc.
Standard Process Inc.
Stanley F. Staples, Jr.
Catherine A. Tanck
Dean E. and Shirley B. Taylor
Donna E. Tegelman
Chester B. and Donna S. Thomas
Steven J. Thompson
John E. Toepfer
Thomas N. and Jeanne M. Torhorst
Twin Disc Inc.
Twycross Zoo East Midland Zoological 

Society
Umami Mfg Association of Japan
Unither Virology LLC
NE WI Veterinary Medical Assn
Friends of the Veterinary Medicine Tchng 

Prog
Vilter Foundation Inc.
Vion Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Waunakee Veterinary Service SC
Wauwatosa Veterinary Clinic
West Central
West Salem Veterinary Clinic Inc.
Western Veterinary Conference
Whitewater Animal Medical Center
Whitewater Veterinary Hospital
Marilyn R. Wilbur
Susan M. Winston Prasse
J. Steve and Gail Winter
Wisconsin Alumni Association
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation
Wisconsin Horse & Pony Humane Society 

Inc.
Walking Horse Charity Jubilee
Elmer A. and Marian A. Woelffer
Woodland Veterinary Clinic LTD
William Wrigley
James A. and Jacquelyn L. Wrycha
WVC Companion Animal
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals
John R. and Kelli J. Zellmer
Mary Z. Zemon

Life-Saving Service

“Our dog had exceptional care and we believe the 
doctors at the Vet School saved her life.”
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Continued from page 15
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For almost 40 years, digital derma-
titis has plagued cattle throughout 
the world. Also called heel warts, 
these painful hoof lesions limit the 
amount of time cows can stand 
and feed, which can hinder animal 
welfare and food production. The 
disease can be found on almost 
every beef and dairy farm in North 
America, so it has a significant eco-
nomic impact on those industries 
in the United States.
	 Fortunately, researchers at the 
UW School of Veterinary Medicine 
are helping to find new ways to 
address the disease. Some of this 
work has led to the development 
of safer, more effective treatments. 
But the road to these innovative 
approaches began with the creation 
of an effective testing method.
	 “For digital dermatitis, we de-
veloped an experimental infection 
model to reproduce and treat acute 
digital dermatitis lesions in cattle in 
a standardized way and in a con-
trolled environment,” says Dörte 
Döpfer, assistant professor of food 
animal medicine and expert in vet-
erinary epidemiology. This involved 
isolating a very small population 
of cattle in a laboratory setting free 
from other factors that can affect 
the natural course of the disease.
	 According to Döpfer, the ex-
perimental model helps improve 
animal welfare. Many treatment 
and preventive measures hit the 
market before being properly test-
ed, which can be detrimental to 
millions of cattle. The infection 
model allows her research team 
to pre-screen products on a small-
scale population before they are 
used in the field.
	 “In addition, the impact on the 
test cows is minimal,” says Döpfer. 
“As part of any study, the induced 
acute lesions are treated with an-
tibiotics immediately. The pain 
is gone within a day, and the le-
sions do not become chronic. The 
cattle lead a perfectly healthy life 
afterwards.”

	 The experimental model has 
been used successfully in universi-
ty-industry partnerships aimed at 
developing better ways to prevent 
and treat digital dermatitis. 
	 Zinpro Corporation has been 
collaborating with Döpfer on 
clinical trials since 2010. By ana-
lyzing data from those trials, she 
and Arturo Gomez Rivas, a re-
search assistant at the School of 
Veterinary Medicine, helped assess 
the effectiveness of treatments that 
prevent digital dermatitis in pre-
calving heifers. 
	 One of these treatments is a 
new approach to supplementing 
cattle diets with trace minerals, 
which are nutrients like zinc that 
living things need in very small 

amounts. According to Döpfer, 
the study showed that treatments 
with feed ingredients containing 
these minerals can reduce the prev-
alence of digital dermatitis. As an 
added benefit, this cuts down on 
the need for hoof baths, which in-
volve soaking infected hooves in 
solutions of copper sulfate, formal-
dehyde, or other chemicals. 
	 “These are the standard pre-
ventive treatments, but they can 
be environmentally problematic or 
hazardous to the health of dairy 
workers, so any alternative is wel-
come,” says Döpfer.
	 Döpfer and her colleagues have 
partnered with another company, 
Laboratoire M2 of Sherbrooke, 
Quebec, to evaluate the effects 

of a safer, alternative hoof bath 
solution through field trial ob-
servations. Laboratory tests have 
shown that the company’s product, 
which contains botanically derived 
active ingredients, effectively kills 
and inhibits treponemes, the main 
bacteria that cause digital derma-
titis. This work was only possible 
because Gomez Rivas used the 
experimental model in 2011 to 
identify the bacteria as the primary 
culprit.
	 “The cause and subsequent de-
velopment of digital dermatitis are 
complex, and the experimental 
model gives us a better under-
standing of the important role the 
bacteria play in the process,” says 
Gomez Rivas.
	 Field tests have shown that 
the botanical hoof bath also helps 
prevent chronic lesions, which is 
vitally important for controlling 
the disease. While acute active le-
sions can cause pain and lameness, 
they can be readily treated with 
topical antibiotics.
	 “But even after topical treat-
ment of these active lesions, 
treponemes still reside deep in 
the skin,” says Döpfer. “This can 
cause chronic lesions, which have 
thick skin and spread rapidly. They 
act as reservoirs of infection, and 
they are precursors to new, acute 
lesions. The hoof bath that can 
prevent these chronic lesions from 
reverting into active lesions is the 
hoof bath that we want.”
	 Eventually, Döpfer hopes to 
see widespread adoption of an 
integrated prevention and con-
trol system for digital dermatitis. 
“Usually, a company provides a 
topical agent or hoof-bathing,” she 
says. “But a long-term integrated 
system would also include keeping 
detailed herd records from young-
stock to heifer to cow, combatting 
risk factors like bad hygiene, and 
possibly using feed supplements.”

Nik Hawkins

Research
Vet Med Scientists Find Better, Safer Treatments for Hoof Disease

Hoof baths like this one soak infected hooves in solutions of copper sulfate, 
formaldehyde, or other chemicals, which can be environmentally problematic 
or hazardous to dairy worker health, so alternative treatments like feed supple-
ments and botanically derived bath solutions are welcome.
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In Wisconsin, it’s easy to take dairy 
for granted. But it takes vigilance 
to safeguard the source of our cov-
eted milk, cheese, and other food 
products—the state’s $34 billion 
livestock industry. Much of this re-
sponsibility falls on the shoulders 
of two alumni of the UW School 
of Veterinary Medicine (SVM).
	 “The one thing that can real-
ly impact the industry is disease,” 
says Paul McGraw, DVM 1988, 
who was appointed as Wisconsin 
state veterinarian in April 2013.
	 This is why McGraw and 
newly appointed Assistant State 
Veterinarian Darlene Konkle, 
DVM 1993, spend much of their 
time on disease surveillance and 
control. Housed in the Division of 
Animal Health in the Department 
of Agriculture, Trade, and 
Consumer Protection, McGraw 
and Konkle manage 45 employ-
ees dedicated to protecting animal 
and human health, including five 
district veterinarians and 14 ani-
mal health inspectors. In an era of 
widespread international trade in 
which food animals are shipped all 

over the world, their work is criti-
cal to keeping the state safe.
	 “We conduct eight to 12 for-
eign animal disease investigations 
per year,” says Konkle.
	 In 2013, that included testing 
potentially exposed poultry flocks 
for avian influenza, which in some 
cases can transfer to humans; ex-
amining pig herds for signs of 
pseudorabies, a viral disease that 
can cause reproductive problems in 
sows and high death rates in piglets; 
and inspecting an illegal import of 
cattle for tuberculosis, which can 
spread to humans through infected 
unpasteurized milk.
	 Testing of these recent threats 
has turned up negative for disease, 
but this isn’t always the case. In 
2003, viral hemmorrhagic septi-
cemia (VHS), a deadly infectious 
fish disease, made its way to the 
Great Lakes region and reached 
Wisconsin’s Little Lake Butte des 
Morts and Lake Winnebago in 
2007. Fortunately, the Division of 
Animal Health was able to head 
off a potentially major disaster by 
detecting and blocking its spread. 

Alumni
McGraw, Konkle Help Keep Wisconsin’s Animals (and Humans) Safe

Research Briefs

Study Puts Troubling Traits of H7N9 Flu Virus on Display
The H7N9 avian influenza virus responsible for at least 37 
deaths in China has qualities that could potentially spark a 
global outbreak of flu, according to a new study published 
in the journal Nature this summer.
      An international team led by Yoshihiro Kawaoka of 
the UW School of Veterinary Medicine and the University 
of Tokyo conducted a comprehensive analysis of two 
of the first human isolates of the virus from patients in 

China. Their efforts revealed the H7N9 virus’s ability to infect and replicate in 
several species of mammals, including ferrets and monkeys, and to transmit 
in ferrets—data that suggests H7N9 viruses have the potential to become a 
worldwide threat to human health.
	 “H7N9 viruses have several features typically associated with human influen-
za viruses and therefore possess pandemic potential and need to be monitored 
closely,” says Kawaoka, one of the world’s leading experts on avian flu.
	 The new study suggests that the ability of the H7N9 virus to infect and 
replicate in human cells may be due to just a few amino acid changes in the 
genetic sequence of the virus.

Engineered Stem Cell Advance Points Toward ALS Treatment
Transplantation of human stem cells in an experiment con-
ducted at the UW School of Veterinary Medicine improved 
survival and muscle function in rats used to model amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also known as “Lou Gehrig’s 
disease.” ALS destroys nerves and causes death by respira-
tory failure, striking about 5,600 Americans each year.
     In a recent study, Masatoshi Suzuki, an assistant 
professor of comparative biosciences, and his colleagues 

implanted genetically engineered adult stem cells from human bone marrow 
into the muscles of rats that had been genetically modified to model ALS. Ac-
cording to Suzuki, the real advance was finding an improved result from using 
stem cells that delivered two growth factors, VEGF and GDNF, simultaneously.
	 “In terms of disease-free time, overall survival, and sustaining muscle 
function, we found that delivering the combination was more powerful than 
either growth factor alone,” said Suzuki. “The results would provide a new 
hope for people with this terrible disease.”

Study Reveals Process that Counters Cell Death Related  
to Genetic Disorder
Scientists at the UW School of Veterinary Medicine have identified a biological 
mechanism in rats that protects nerve cells damaged by a genetic defect. Their 
findings were published in the May issue of The Journal of Neuroscience.
	 Long-Evans shaker (les) rats carry a genetic mutation that causes defects in 
the production of the myelin sheath, which insulates and protects nerve cells. 
This leads eventually to the complete loss of the myelin sheath through a pro-
cess called demyelination, one of the hallmarks of autoimmune diseases like 
multiple sclerosis. During this process, the les oligodendrocytes—brain cells 
responsible for creating the myelin sheath—accumulate a significant number 
of abnormal organelles.
	 Researchers Chelsey Smith, Joshua Mayer, and Ian Duncan closely exam-
ined these abnormalities using high-magnification electron microscopy and 
biochemical and tissue culture analyses to determine whether they play a role 
in the loss of myelin. They discovered that the organelles are in fact autopha-
gosomes, which are responsible for digesting unnecessary or dysfunctional 
components in cells.

Learn more about these studies at www.vetmed.wisc.edu/research-news

State Veterinarian Paul McGraw, DVM 1988, and Assistant State Veterinarian 
Darlene Konkle, DVM 1993, at their offices at the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection.
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Winter 2013-14 
Dear alumni,
The University of 
Wisconsin–Madi-
son launched its 
second “Share 
the Wonder-
ful” campaign 
this fall. While 
“wonderful” 

caught my attention last year, I am 
now drawn to “share”—the giving 
of what you have to others.
	 I see it all the time. Our alumni 
share their experience and expertise 
with our students through mentor-
ing and speaking at orientation 
and noon hour talks. Our Board 
of Visitors, past and present, share 
their time by advising the school and 
advocating on its behalf. Our donors 
share gifts so we can offer the best 
educational opportunities, provide 
exceptional care to our clients, and 
support research advancements to 
benefit animal and human health.
	 And as I think about sharing, it 
becomes clear that because of all 
who share with the school we can 
not only do all that we do, but we 
can also do it so well. UW Veterinary 
Care was named Best of Madison 
this year. The school is among the 
top five of all veterinary medical 
schools in North America. Our facul-
ty and staff are exceptional and our 
students are outstanding. But they 
can’t do it alone. They can do so 
much more because so many share 
so much with the school.
	 We think of this time of year as 
one of giving, which is really another 
way of saying sharing. It is also a 
time of being thankful. Together we 
ensure that the School of Veterinary 
Medicine provides excellent and 
compassionate service, finds answers 
to some of our greatest health 
challenges, and trains the next 
generation of leaders in veterinary 
medicine. To all of you who have 
shared your time, expertise, and 
financial gifts with us—thank you!

Kristi V. Thorson
Associate Dean for Advancement 

and Administration

P.S. It isn’t too late to be a part of 
the Share the Wonderful campaign. 
Visit www.sharethewonderful.
org and designate your gift to the 
School of Veterinary Medicine

	 “Due to our testing require-
ments, VHS was kept out of 
the state’s fish hatcheries,” says 
McGraw.
	 The animal health division’s ju-
risdiction ends when food animals 
go to slaughter, after which the 
Division of Food Safety takes over. 
However, if any disease is detected 
at slaughter, McGraw, Konkle, and 
their colleagues are responsible for 
tracing it back to its source and 
taking actions to contain it.
	 The division takes on disease 
outbreaks of this nature through its 
Emergency Programs for Animal 
Health, which Konkle has lead 
since 2007. This same program as-
sists responses to natural disasters 
that affect animals by serving as a 
resource for local police and fire 
departments. On the disease front, 
they work closely with veterinar-
ians in the food industry, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and 
staff from the Division of Public 
Health in the state Department of 
Health Services.
	 “Accredited veterinarians are 
our first eyes and ears for detecting 
animal disease,” says Konkle. “We 
also keep a good working relation-
ship with public health. They may 
have an interesting cluster of cases 
that may be animal related, so they 
work with us. Our field veterinari-
ans sometimes team up with them 
on investigations.”
	 The Division of Animal Health 
also licenses animal truckers, ani-
mal dealers, animal markets, deer 
farms, and fish farms, which ac-
count for most of the animal traffic 
that moves through the state, as 
well as dog sellers and dog facili-
ties. This relatively new program 
was established in response to 
recent incidents involving poor 
canine housing and husbandry. 
And although they have no direct 
authority for prosecuting crimes 
against animals, the division trains 
humane officers at the county level.
	 Neither McGraw nor Konkle 

anticipated high-level careers in 
regulatory medicine when they 
graduated from veterinary med-
ical school. Both thought they 
would stay in practice. McGraw, 
who grew up on a dairy and hog 
farm in Dodgeville, Wis., became 
hooked on the field during ride-
alongs with local veterinarians. 
He studied food animal medicine 
with an emphasis on dairy while 
at the SVM and spent 16 years in 
mixed animal practice before join-
ing the Division of Animal Health. 
He was assistant state veterinarian 
from May 2004 until he accepted 
his most recent appointment.
	 Konkle, also a Wisconsin na-
tive, grew up loving both science 
and animals, so veterinary medi-
cine was her inevitable path. Like 
McGraw, she got her start in 
mixed animal practice. She later 
completed a residency in large 
animal internal medicine while 
earning a master’s degree in re-
spiratory physiology, served as a 
clinical instructor at the University 
of Saskatchewan, and worked in 
equine practice before being hired 

to work on the Division of Animal 
Health’s Johne’s disease program.
	 Both McGraw and Konkle 
credit the SVM for helping to pre-
pare them for their current roles 
by providing broad exposure 
to the field and a wide range of 
experiences. “I received great edu-
cation in population health,” says 
McGraw. “It teaches you to focus 
on the herd, not just the individ-
ual animal, which is helpful since 
we need to have a whole industry 
viewpoint now.”
	 McGraw and Konkle maintain 
connections with the SVM and 
enjoy helping the school train the 
next generation of veterinarians. 
This includes exposing students to 
the wide array of careers available 
to them and providing externship 
opportunities.
	 “We have a great partnership 
with the SVM,” says McGraw. 
“We appreciate the opportuni-
ties we get to speak and interact 
with students. They’re our future 
partners in regulatory medicine to 
protect animal and public health.”

Nik Hawkins
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Alumni Matching Gift Campaign Raises $48,530
As a challenge to UW School of Veterinary Medicine 
(SVM) graduates, the school’s Board of Visitors (BOV) 
agreed to match every dollar donated by alumni 
during a four–month period with 50 cents from their 
own pockets. SVM alumni answered the call by mak-
ing $28,365 in donations, raising a total of $42,548 
throughout the campaign.
	 The board pledged $20,700 to match every gift of $25 or more made by 
DVM alumni to any SVM fund. The campaign ran from May 27, 2013 to Sept. 
30, 2013, during which more than five percent of alumni participated. Encour-
aged by the high rate of alumni participation, one board member converted 
$6,518 of her pledge to a bonus gift, raising the campaign total to $49,066.
	 One alumni donor, Erica Esser, DVM 2008, felt compelled to give to the 
school for the first time this year. Esser recognized that gifts to the school can 
go a long way.
	 “I find it really important to support the educational institutions I’ve been 
a part of, which includes my high school, my undergraduate college, and the 
School of Veterinary Medicine,” says Esser, who is an associate veterinarian at 
Corriente Veterinary Service, a large animal practice in Plover, Wis.
	 “I think it is important for the board to demonstrate to alumni that, no 
matter what level of success you achieve, you can give back in some way,” says 
BOV Member Debbie Cervenka.“Given the small and young alumni base, I am 
very excited that so much was raised in such a short period of time.”



This holiday season consider giving those animal lovers on 
your list a gift that really benefits animals.
	 For a suggested $10 donation per card, the University of 

Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine (SVM) will send a hol-
iday greeting card to the recipient of your choice. The beautiful 
full-color greeting card will include a message stating that a do-
nation was made in the recipient’s name to the school and that 
proceeds will benefit projects that improve animal health.
	 Each year, a different artist donates artwork for the SVM 
holiday card. This year’s artwork, entitled “Wreath of Joy,” was do-
nated by Jaroslava Sobiskova, an artist who lives in Madison, Wis.
	 In addition to the holiday card, a limited edition print featur-
ing a different work of art by Jaroslava Sobiskova will be available. 
This 14.5” x 12” print, entitled “Borderline Shoe Obsession,” will 
be signed and numbered by the artist. Offered for a suggested do-
nation of $35, print quantities are limited and will be available on 
a first-come, first-served basis.
	 Both card and print make ideal, heartfelt holiday gifts for veter-
inarians, friends, family, people’s pets, or animal lovers.
	 Order forms for the holiday card and print can be downloaded 
at www.vetmed.wisc.edu/holidaycard, or contact Laura Olson in 
the school’s Office for Advancement at 608-890-0203.
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Jaroslava Sobiskova also donat-
ed the artwork for this year’s Limited 
Edition Holiday Print. This piece, ti-
tled “Borderline Shoe Obsession” was 
produced with acrylic. Sobiskova’s art re-
flects the constant inspiration she finds in 
animals.

Wreath of Joy
Jaroslava “Jarka” 
Sobiskova is 
a multi-media 
artist who lives in 
Madison, Wis. As 
a teacher and host 
of local art work-
shops, she works in 
paint, fiber, and clay 
mediums. Sobiskova 
is surrounded by 
many animals in her home, including her two 
beloved dogs, Gubby (a rescued Dachshund 
depicted in the card) and Emma; her cat, 
Libby; and her frog, Freeco.
	 Animals provide Sobiskova with constant 
inspiration. Her art attempts to capture each 
animal’s personality as well as its beauty. She 
feels that animals provide the best support 
group through their ever-present love.	
	 Her art can be found online at jarka.ws 
and www.etsy.com/shop/jarkasgallery or 
by contacting her directly at 608-466-6408.
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