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Canine Ocular Neoplasia by 

Location



Canine Conjunctival Neoplasia



Conjunctival Melanoma
Å365 cases

ÅMost are malignant by morphologic criteria

ÅMost recur elsewhere on the conjunctiva when 
removed

ÅThey are less likely to metastasize than recur

ÅThose on the palpebral conjunctiva are more likely to 
metastasize



Conjunctival Melanoma



Conjunctival Melanoma
typically multifocal distribution



Conjunctival Melanoma
pagetoid spread within the epithelium



Intraepithelial Pagetoid spread

Melan A

Conjunctival Melanoma
pagetoid spread within the epithelium



Intraepithelial Pagetoid spread

Melan A

Conjunctival Melanoma
pagetoid spread within the epithelium

And extending into the gland



Conjunctival Melanoma



Canine Conjunctival Squamous 

Papilloma

ÅCharacterized by pointed fronds of epithelium

ÅNo underlying inflammation or neoplasia

ÅThese are seldom correctly diagnosed clinically



Canine Conjunctival Squamous 

Papilloma

Image From

John Mould



Canine Conjunctival Squamous Papilloma

Non-specific negative staining with papilloma viral antigen

and negative for canine papilloma virus by PCR

Pointed edged

fronds



Canine Conjunctival Reactive 

Papilloma

ÅMost often associated with 

tumors or inflammation, hence

reactive



Canine Viral Papillomas

Å81 cases in the COPLOW database

ÅMixed breed 15

ÅPugs, Labs, G Ret  5

ÅYoung dogs predominate

Å45/81 less than 3 years old

ÅCan be as old as 14 years

ÅCan be conjunctival, corneal

or eyelid

Koilocytes



Papilloma Viral Antigen



Canine Conjunctival Hemangioma and 

Hemangiosarcoma

Å196 cases in the COPLOW database

Å22 Boxer

Å18 Australian Shepherd

Å15 Basset Hound

Å14 Border Collies

ÅLocated either in the temporal bulbar

or at the tip of the nictitans

ÅBenign and malignant determined by standard

criteria

ÅNon-pigmented conjunctiva

ÅSuspect UV-light exposure is a risk factor



Canine Conjunctival Hemangioma and 

Hemangiosarcoma



Canine Conjunctival Hemangioma and 

Hemangiosarcoma



Canine Conjunctival Hemangioma and 

Hemangiosarcoma by Zipcode



Canine Conjunctival Hemangioma and 

Hemangiosarcoma



Canine Conjunctival Hemangioma and 

Hemangiosarcoma

Temporal bulbar conjuctiva 

or the tip of the nictitans 



Canine Conjunctival Hemangioma and 

Hemangiosarcoma

Temporal bulbar conjuctiva 

or the tip of the nictitans 


