938-630 Small Animal Orthopaedics 
Name___________________

Summary Study Question for Muir Lectures

A 5-year-old female St Bernard, which lived on a farm, was hit by tractor four hours ago.  Upon presentation to your clinic, the dog would not bear weight on the right thoracic limb.  Your radiographs demonstrated that comminuted mid-diaphyseal fractures of the radius and ulna were present. 

1.
During the initial examination of this patient, these are several key issues that need to be considered.  Summarize how you would comprehensively assess this patient immediately after presentation.
2.
What diagnostic tests are indicated for the comprehensive assessment of this type of patient?
3.
How would your management change if you found evidence of thoracic pathology during your patient assessment?
4.
Antebrachial fractures are often open.  How would your patient management change if you determined that the fracture was open?
5.
If you determined that no deep pain was present in the distal part of the right thoracic limb, what would be the most important differential to consider?  What other subtle clinical signs might be present on physical examination?  How might these findings change your plan for management of the patients problems?
6.
What are the forces acting on this fracture?  What type of fixation device would be appropriate for this type of fracture?
7.
During operative treatment of this fracture, what other procedure should be performed in addition to fracture reduction and stabilization?

8.
Summarize how you would manage this patient after surgery

Questions:  orthopaedics@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu
