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The abc system of hoof lesion scoring has been a popular method of recording by hoof-trimmers in North America.
In order to reduce confusion with regard to lesion recognition and severity grading, a picture guide of a variety of
hoof lesions at each severity grade (mild, moderate and severe) was prepared using a modification of the system.

Diagnoses Severity
Key. A= abscess (white lina) P = phlegmon (foat rot) 1=mild, 2 = moderate, 3 = severs
B = bruise fwhite line hemarrhage) R = rotated P3 (corkscrew) m\sce\laﬂeous¢
C = com (interdigital hyperplasia) 8 = sole fracture (heel ulcer)
left front T right front

D = digital dermatitis (heel wart) T=toe ulcer — »|blcl bl@ -—
E = erosion (heel hom) U= ulcer (sale) cow # B
F = fissure (white ling) W =vertical fissure (sand crack) a2 @

= ¥Y=h tal fi —» | e2b2 | €2 x|e+—
G = deep digital sepsis orizontal fissure left rear H right rear
H = hemarrhage (gole) Z = thin soles
| =imbalance X=lame  K=hlock O = wrapped lesion

A= B= C= D= E= F= ~ G=
geverlly Abscess Bruise Corn Derma"t\:grst / Heel Erosl?_'lélslurry Fissure Digital Sepsis
core

White Line Interdigital

White Line Abscess Hemorrhage Hyperplasia

Digital Dermatitis Heel Horn Erosion

Deep Digital Sepsis

White Line Fissure

Mild
Smnzll Z’x"éﬁé‘.‘n“ SJUS' Localized redness in Grape size growth Small dime size moist small pock marks of Small fissure in white fcr’g:"g“z:rf’:fc;'ezesz:z
9 white line of outer claw between claws area in interdigital cleft  erosion or small fissure line close to heel P
coronary band ulcer (severe)
Moderate

Large amount of pus,
but does not emerge at
coronary band

Diffuse redness in white
line of one or both claws

Growth larger than a Wide fissure, butdoes ~ Asymmetrical swelling
grape, but confined Sllraarwgre:hryagr:r;ﬁ;na Salgrgo‘:;fg:rgsﬁ:éle not extend to coronary around coronary band
between claws 9 band (severe)

3=
Severe

Verrucose tentacles Multiple fissures Large fissure extending
Large tumor-like corn growing out of extending across heel  to coronary band without

Pus emerging at Diffuse hemorrhage with Separation around

coronary band separation ranuona gt us coronary band (severe)
H= P= S= T= U= V= 2
Severity Hemorrhage Phlegmon / Foot Rot ~ Sole Fracture / Heel Toe Ulcer Ulcer Vertical Wall Crack  Horizontal Fissure /
Score T himble
Sole Hemorrhage nterdigita

Necrobacillosis

Sole Fracture Toe Ulcer Sole Ulcer Vertical Fissure Horizontal Fissure

h)

Slight separation of ‘Small fissure at junction
interdigital skin with little of heel and sole not
swelling extending into heel

Deep hemorrhage with
exposure of corium less
than dime area

Superficial hemorrhage
in typical site

Small fissure at white
line in toe area

‘Wall crack without Small fissure on one
associated pain

2=
Moderate

Splitin interdigital skin Large fissure with Disintegration of sole
with swelling confined underrun sole confined horn in toe area
between claws 1o heel area extending to corium

Exposed corium more  Painful crack startingat  Small fissure on both
than a dime coronary band inner and outer claw

Deep hemorrhage in
typical site

3=
Severe

Large fissure on both

Diffuse extensive I_Jsep\y"e_roslve Iesdloa Separation of a large Wldespreayj nﬁcrosns of rI‘Z’rolaﬁsfe"crfhc_oliwum Ijam(u\ crack e);(en:mg inner and outer claw
hemorthage across sole  ith swelling around the area of sole corium in the toe through full thickness rom coronary band to within 1.25 inches of
coronary band extending to bone defect toe to depth of corium

sole surface




