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Cow No. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

Sound. 
 

Walk rapidly and 
confidently, 
making long 
strides with a 

level back. 

2 
 

Slight lameness. 
 

Walk more slowly 
making shorter strides 
with an arched back. 

Stand with a level back 
and do not favor a leg. 
Difficult to detect any 
weight transfer from 

affected limb. 

3 
 

Moderate lameness. 
 

Often thin, walk slowly 
making deliberate short steps 

with an arched back, and 
frequent stops. Weight 

transfer will cause sinking of 
the dew-claws of the contra-
lateral limb. Encounter some 
difficulty turning. Stand with 

an arched back and 
frequently rest lame foot. 

4 
 

Severe lameness. 
 

Usually very thin, move 
very slowly making 

frequent stops to rest 
affected limb, which is 
only partially weight 
bearing. Frequently 

salivate due to grinding of 
teeth. Extreme difficulty 
turning. Stand and walk 

with an arched back. 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
Target % 70 20 10 0 

 

Devised by N.B. Cook. University of Wisconsin-Madison. 


